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| [FOR ALL WHO ARE INTERESTED IN RAILWAYS 


Alongside the railway at Sunshine there is a sign showing 
| the site of a reserve for a rare plant. The way the railways 
| have been run lately they should hang a sign up about 
_rare birds. 

It would have to be a rare bird that sits around and 
watches a new signalling system being installed, wait 
until it is opened, then decide they will not work with it 
and stop most of the goods trains in the state. 

| Other rare birds stop locos running interstate, will not 
turn on the power to extend the suburban area and bring 
in a ticket and fare system that leaves the public con- 

Sused. 

With so much competition from road transport and the 
airlines, it is a foolish person that disturbs the system and 
hands traffic to the opposition. If everyone works in 

together, the service offered by the railways would be 

second to none and everybody's job would be secure. 


Front Cover: “Australian National invades Bendigo”. 
During the historic first ever visit of an Alco to Bendigo 
on Thurs.3.11.83, 942 takes a breather at the Loco prior 
to returning to Melbourne on the 1400 Up pass. 
(Eric Gunning) 


SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR NON-MEMBERS 
| Mailed flat, with supplements not provided with across- 
the-counter copies. 

May - April — $17.00 

November - April — $9.00 


All subscriptions expire with the April issue. Write to 
-ARHS Membership Officer, Box 5177AA, GPO 
Melbourne 3001, for subscriptions and details of member- 
ship, monthly meetings and activities. 


Newsrail is published by the Australian Railway Historical 
Society Victorian Division and details Victorian railway hap- 
-penings and related items. Opinions expressed in Newsrail 
are not necessarily those of ARHS or of its members. 
Material published in Newsrail may be reproduced with 
acknowledgement unless otherwise indicated. All articles and 
illustrations remain the copyright of the author and 
publisher. ISSN 0310-7477. 


Opposite above: Two-car Tait set 471M and 265D, 
departs Riversdale on the 12 06 Up Alamein - Camber- 
well service on Sat.13.8.83. 


Opposite below: On the same day, a three-car Comeng 
set passes over Prospect Hill Rd on the 1203 Down 
Alamein set and runs into Riversdale station. (Both 
photos Harry Williams) 
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Around the Mount 


Tours at short notice appeal to a goodly number of 
those interested in our hobby: having been 
‘‘requested”’ to take a flexi-day, I decided it was oppor- 
tune to attempt travel over a heavily-trafficked but lit- 
tle publicised branch line, that from Heywood to 
Mount Gambier (SA). 


X34 was to be found on the night of Tuesday, 5th 
July, 1983 at the head of the 1800 Down Warrnam- 
bool pass., trailing 32BW-3BS-1BRS-14AS and 
‘foreign’ vehicle CD7, the capacity of this loaned 
Australian National van being well taken with ‘‘Brute”’ 
trollies. 


A prompt departure ensued, but progress to 
Newport was slow due to a late running Williamstown 
‘spark’ ahead, the junction being passed at 18 15. With 
the three airconditioned carriages being full and even 
the BW comfortably loaded, one could not really 
stretch out, the panorama of the passing Up services 
on this somewhat nippy evening was enough to keep 
one awake. With an excellent run, arrival at Geelong 
was at 1854, three minutes early. 


An on-time departure was made at 19 00, the train 
now being far less crowded, and opportunity was taken 
to visit the snack bar. Service was prompt, and the staff 
courteous; as most of the good variety of food availa- 
ble appears suited to microwave ovens, passengers 
could not fail to draw comparisons between the snack 
bars and the NSW XPT buffet car, where outmoded 


EDMUND C CAREW 


kitchen equipment produces somewhat unappetizing 
dishes, with a lesser range offered. | 
At Winchelsea, a stop was necessary at the arrival | 
home signal, as the 17 40 Up Warrnambool was a little | 
tardy in setting back into No.2 road, with the Down 
whistling out at 19 39, six late, after ten minutes for 
the cross. A brief stop at Birregurra for no revenue, 
and a longer halt at Colac, 20 06 to 20 10, where 16 
people left the train, saw us well into the Western Dis- 
trict. | 
Camperdown yard contained about 20 M livestock 
trucks, with trollies also being wheeled off during our 
three minute stop, with departure at 20 42, five leaving 
here. A one minute pause at Terang, 20 57-58, with 
two off, and we were soon into Warrnambool, four late. 
at 21 29, having traversed a line that had not long re- 
opened after the bushfires in the Terang - Cudgee area. 
1323 with about 15 vehicles, mainly bogie wagons, was 
refuged here on the old wharf line, ready for its 21 45 
departure. | 
With the weather a trifle chilly, the front seat of the 
45-seater Warrnambool Bus Lines coach connecting | 
service was secured. Slow parcels loading meant a late | 
departure at 21 46, the direct road that this service 
takes to Port Fairy in lieu of calling at Koroit enabling 
arrival at the Port’s Borough Chambers in 24 minutes. 
With little traffic, the bus sped along, and the town | 
centre of Portland was reached at 2252, with six 
passengers leaving; subsequently, parcels were drop- 
ped off at the rail station, the bus driver informing the | 


Bluebird Car No.105 rests in the noon-day sun at Mount Gambier on 19.1.83. (L Sutton) 
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T401-T403 bank T408 on the 12 00 Mount Gambier - Portland goods out of Dartmoor and 9 miles upgrade to 
Greenwald on Mon.3.11.81. (John Dare) 


driver of a waiting car that his passengers had all dis- 
embarked in the town — did the lady expect DRC43 to 
make an appearance? 

Your correspondent was dropped off at the sole 
Heywood motel at 23 20, but had a few problems 
obtaining entry. The Victorian Government Travel 
Centre rang through for me, but despite my asking 


could not tell me where the key would be left. With 


some ringing of a buzzer, a pyjamed body appeared 
from the house next door, and after venturing his opi- 
nion of the Travel Centre, admitted me. 

Next morning, the co-operative staff at Heywood 
station wrote out a ticket plus the necessary indemity; 


with little warning, T381 trundling two OBFs of 


superphosphate for Bordertown trundled in, departure 
being at 14 49, half an hour ahead of the schedule. 
At Dartmoor, where the guard admitted us to No.2 


track, it was necessary to await the arrival of No.356, 
the 1200 Up ex Mount Gambier. A lengthy stop 


ensued, but the Up’s appearance at 13 30, with T371 
and consist of ALAA-4GY-2ABAA-GY and 14CP 
allowed our disappearance from here at 13 59, crews 
changing here. An express run was enjoyed to Glen- 
burnie, a livestock loading point constructed for the 
late 1970s relocation of the Mount Gambier saleyards. 
As VR (STA) locos presently perform all work here, 


-T371 attached 2 loaded cattle and 5 empty sheep 


wagons to the front, allowing arrival at the busy Mount 
Gambier station at 15 45 Central Standard Time. 

A solitary ‘Bluebird’ from Adelaide, 257 Kestrel, 
arrived 4 early at 15 52, and the clerk in the revamped 
booking office unsuccessfully tried for a sleeper on the 
Melbourne bound Overland. After the customary 
walk, I arrived back at the station to see T405-T381 
departing on the 18 45 Up express goods, 16 vehicles, 
mainly hoppers of soda ash and louvres of paper, 


flanked by a van each end, due to reversals at 
_Heywood and Maroona. 
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With persistence, wars can be won, as I tactfully 
requested the clerk to again contact Adelaide — there 
had been a cancellation, so a sleeper was secured. By 
now, Alco 965 had coupled onto 2 ACAY (cattle for 
Murray Bridge) -ALGX-ALEX-AOXY (paper for 
Mile End, SA and Kewdale, WA) -AVCY5-AD%S and 
CD8, with the airconditioning of ADS, an Islington 
Workshops product of 1964, being most welcome in 
the driving rain. The last broad gauge mixed still 
operating departed on time at 2035, with 10 
passengers, and ten minute stops were made at 
Kalangadoo, the yard busy with timber traffic, and 
Penola, where four joined, before arrival six late at the 
largish town of Narracoorte. 


While five boarded and one person left, 965 left the 
train, and slowly set back into No.2 road, collecting 
another Alco 841, resplendent in just applied AN 
green, a VACX of meat containers and 2 ACAY of 
cattle, this procedure taking 19 minutes. A brief pause 
at Hynam and a ten minute stop at Frances, 23 50 to 
00 00, to cross a Down goods with another 930 in 
charge, saw a late arrival at Wolseley, the junction sta- 
tion, at 00 50. 


930 and 935 were to be found in the platform at the 
head of the Melbourne bound Overland, the four con- 
necting passengers making a hasty entrance. However, 
the engine change at Serviceton was anything but, tak- 
ing 29 minutes, with S302-S305 hauling VMPY46- 
VBPY113-4PCO-9BJ (empty) -Juki-Dorai- 
No.2- Tantini- Yanni-3 AJ-3RBJ-5BJ-2CO out at 01 59 
EST. The relayed track to Horsham gave an excellent 
ride, and Ballarat was the scene of the reversal of the 
louvre and motorail from 07 14 to 07 34 (9 late upon 
departure). A brief pause at Sunshine, 08 57-59, with 
the Sydney services on strike, and an unchecked run 
gave a Spencer St arrival at 09 16, one minute down. 
So ended an enjoyable round tour. 


325 


The Gamperdown Centarian 


“On behalf of the President and Councillors of the 
ARHS I would like to thank you for welcoming us here 
today”’ (2nd July, 1983) said Ian Jenkins, at the start of 
his address at Camperdown station, responding to his 
introduction by the Mayor. Jan went on to recall the 
controversy on what route the original line was to take, 
and hoped now that the town would be served by rail 
for another century. The founder of our society 
Charles Gavin Duffy was born here in 1886, said Ian, 
and Harold Clapp was reported to have said that 
Charles was the most unauthorised person on the VR, 
for he had entered and worked most signal boxes in 
Victoria in his quest for knowledge of signals and 
safeworking. His key to gain entry was usually one or 
two bottles of beer. 


Our train with restored K153 and 3ABE, 60BW, 
62BW, 7ABE, 27C, (175 tons) had pulled into Cam- 
perdown, 12 minutes late at 12 37. (Cars 1 and 2 were 
to have many of their windows broken four days later 
when stored at the Steamrail depot). We left Spencer St 
station at 08 37 with the cars attached to the rear of 
B64, B80, LIVBPY, 1IBN, 44BRN, 12ACN, the 
Down Warrnambool. The Steamrail set had a quick 
run with speeds of up to 68'4 mph being timed, arriv- 
ing at Winchelsea at 10 04, where we uncoupled and let 
the complete tangarine set proceed on its way. After 
K153 had coupled up we proceeded to start the three 
photostops at this location. On the Up side of 
Winchelsea across the Barwon River bridge, then 
through the station and a false departure, all being car- 
ried out in fine steam style in fine weather with periods 
of sun. 


On time at 10 34 we left here for a 14 mile run to 
Birregarra where a high speed run past photostop was 
held over a gentle rising grade near the Up signal. 
Some enthusiasts used this for a vantage point and 
Steve Bucton entertained us here by changing a film in 
his camera using his mouth for assistance while half- 
way up the signal ladder. The next photo run was only 
a short distance away under the SEC high tension 
power line near Warncoort. K153 once again per- 
formed admirably, passing the photoline at 40 mph. It 
was wet under foot as we made our way back to the 
train and we moved on to Colac where we stopped for 
5S mins. at 11 35. As we departed the train had to stop 
out of the station as someone missed the train. 


Pirron Yallock station, with its small weatherboard 
building created a delightful sight as the train passed by 
at 35 mph on this our sixth photo run. We pulled out 
of here at 12 05 and proceeded to cover the remaining 
19 mile to Camperdown. A brief stop was made at what 
remains of Pomborneit to pick up several ladies in 
period dress. The local fire brigade brass band was 
playing as our train pulled into Camperdown station 
where we met many local people and the Mayor, who 
gave an address and introduced Ian Jenkin. Here the K 
cut off and was positioned onto track 2 and Y129 wait- 
ing quietly in the yards was started and was soon posi- 
tioned onto our cars. The Y was necessary due to the 
state of three trestles on the branch. The district 
engineer considered the overall weight of the K to be 
too heavy. K153 now ran to the Up end of the yard and 
took coal and water while Y129 repositioned the train 
onto track 2 to allow the Up Warrnambool to cross. 
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After a brief stop at 13 32 the two Bs departed, the 
same train we were attached to earlier in the day. 

At 13 46 we were on our way at a slower pace than 
the steam loco. Four miles further on a stop was made 
in the rain before and after entering the branch line, 
for safe working purposes, then proceeded on, at 20 
mph. Our booklet, handed out in the morning outlined 
the day’s plans and also mentioned some line history. 
This branch, once known as the Curdie River Line was 
opened in 1892 on Sth April. Construction had started 
three years earlier by Buscombe, Chapple and Bell, 
who used their own loco. It was originally planned to 
connect Ballarat with the sea. Although a rail reserve 
exists to Port Campbell the line never extended 
beyond Timboon. The Ballarat connection was built via 
Newtown, Cressy and Irrewarra but was closed in 
1953. 


Proceeding towards Cobden the 75 cm of rain which 
had fallen in the last two days was evident by the tor- 
rents of water flowing in the creeks we crossed and 
through the paddocks and by the track. 

The yards of Cobden were deserted as we stopped 
here for 2 minutes for safe working. Rain continued to 
fall as we continued on our way. On the downgrade 
towards Curdies River the train came to a stop. Four 
blasts of the loco whistle summoned the guard to the 
head of the train. The trouble was a 10 metre long 25 
cm thick tree which had fallen across the track and was 
lying 1.5 metres above rail level. After some manual 
labour on the tree roots to bring the trunk lower, the 
loco then pushed the obstacle clear. The train con- 
tinued downgrade after this 13 minute stop and soon 
went past the Victorian Agricultural Co line siding 
where one wagon was standing. Next, the train pro- 
ceeded at 5 mph across the Curdies River trestle where 
the swollen river flowed by swiftly. Two miles further 
on we reached the end of the line which branched into 
two on a right hand curve then into three as the line 
straightened out, with a runaround loop. It rained 
steadily as Y129 ran around the train and repositioned 
the van. Many hardy fans braved the conditions to take 
photos of the event. We moved out of Timboon at 
16 04, 30 minutes late, to Curdies and the heavy rain 
continued as a set back photo run took place on the 
Down side of the former station. The next photostop, 
supposed to be the highlight of the branch, was to be 
our last; the crossing of Curdies River trestle. Flood 
swollen waters flowed by and the rain continued. 
Nearby a car passed through water as it crossed the 
river on a bridge as Y129 hauling the 175 ton train 
recrossed the trestle while the wet enthusiasts recorded 
it on film. 


From here the trip was very slow, covering the next 
4 mile in about one hour, the first part of which is the 
steepest on the branch, 1:40. Y129 had trouble grip- 
ping the wet and greasy rails and the progress was jerky 
and jumpy as the loco, hauling 100 tons under the limit 
for a Y on the branch inched its way up the bank. 
Finally as night fell and the rain stopped, we arrived at 
Cobden, covering the last 7 mile at the line speed limit, 
arriving one hour late. 


The next 12 mile to Camperdown, with safeworking 
at the junction took 50 minutes, as planned. A 45 
minute stop, allowed us to walk down Pike St to the 
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RSL Hall to see a model railway display with some VR 
rollingstock featured. 

At Colac we crossed the Down Warrnambool with 
B75, B80 and a N set as K153 replaced Y129. Chicken 
dinners and cheesecake were loaded on here to eat on 
the run in lieu of the 65 minute planned stopover. So at 
20 30 we departed on time as the steam loco made easy 
work of the grades, arriving at Geelong 5 minutes early 
at 21 47. Eighteen minutes was scheduled for engine 
watering but the train was run into platform 3, 
necessitating the K to uncouple and run into platform 
2, a step that helped to loose 54 minutes before our 
departure on the last leg home at 22 41. My two rail 
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Warrnambool loco, with A2s at the ready, enjoy the sunshine. (ARHS Archives) 


enthusiast sons Darren and Steven were soon asleep 
and with little to do I timed the passing stations. At 
each location I found that we were further ahead of the 
allowed time and an overall speed of 48 mph was 
averaged to Galvin, including slowing down through 
Werribee. The next 11 mile to our destination had its 
slow sections with a setting down stop at Newport and 
at 23 55 we were at Spencer St. 

I would like to thank the organisers, Peter Keen, 
Steve Bucton and Anthony Sell for the work they did 
in preparation and running this most enjoyable trip, 
into the south west of the state. 


A2915 on the Down “Flyer” at Campberdown during August 1937. (John Buckland) 


327 


ae . pa 
fsa te &: 


wry 


Above: Getting to know each other, 942 and T class 394, 351 

A L CO "S and 327 sit around the turntable at Ararat Loco on 26.10.83. 
(Eric Gunning) 

Below: Recently rebuilt X48 leads Alco 932 on the Up 

VIC TORIA Overland through the curves at the top of Ingliston Bank on 


Mon.28.11.83. 
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Above: 942 has just arrived at Bendigo as it undergoes cab noise level test for the AFULE on Thurs.3.11.83. 


Below: Due to a misunderstanding, 942 was taken off the 09 50 Down and missed a chance to go to the racecourse 
during its Bendigo visit. Here we see it approaching the platform from the Loco prior to running the 14 00 
to Melbourne. (Both photos Barry Eadie) 


WILL BE 


PROSECUTED 


Country Passenger Service 


JANUARY-JULY 1983 


Much of the progress of the program to upgrade the 
country passenger service has been unrecorded during 
1983. This article reviews events of the year up to July, 
and gives details of some future plans. 


PASSENGER STOCK 


The delivery of N cars has proceeded on schedule. In 
each group of three vehicles delivered were ACN, 
BRN and BRN which would combine with an earlier 
set to make two sets of ACN-BRN-BN. By July sixteen 
sets were in operation, only two of which did not have 
buffet cars. The last six vehicles of the order for 54 
were expected to be ready by mid-August. 

Numerous modifications have been made to the N 
cars since they were first built, and not many cars are 
identical. Most changes have concerned the electrical 
systems; however there are some which are more 
obvious to passengers. These include the provision of 
curtains, folding tables in the ACN cars, handles on 
the door to the van compartment in the ACN cars, an 
improved type of retention toilet, altered push buttons 
on the power doors, and large rubbish containers 
under the end luggage rack. The repositioning of the 
seats in the first four BN cars was to occur when these 
cars were placed in sets with buffet cars (upon the 
delivery of the last four BRN cars). 

When the eighteenth set is in service, set N7 will be 
withdrawn so that its prototype buffet car 20BRN can 
be rebuilt as a standard BRN car. 


STEPHEN McLEAN 


Enough surplus steel was available for construction 
of a nineteenth N-set to be authorised. This set is 
expected to be ready early in 1984. 

The refurbishing program for S and Z cars fell 
behind schedule when the BRS buffet cars gave prob- 
lems. Eventually 1BRS and 2BRS were placed in ser- 
vice early in May, and a third car appeared soon after. 
The BRS cars are most attractive outside and inside; 
the buffet module is powered from an alternator set 
under the car in the same style as N cars. Keeping track 
of the refurbished BS, BZ and AZ cars was more 
difficult as they were not placed in sets together, but 
were likely to appear in any airconditioned set. 

The original plan for S and Z sets made no provision 
for replacing the CE vans. However it was obvious that 
they were not standing up to the strain of long-distance 
high-speed running. As a short term solution, four CD 
vans were hired from South Australia. In the long 
term, the AZ cars are to be converted to ACZ; this 
involves the loss of 8 passenger seats and one 
vestibule. 

A Z set will then be marshalled ACZ-BRS-BZ-BS, 
with a parcels van trailed where necessary. 

The orange VBPY vans used for parcels have been 
reclassified as passenger stock and are now known as D 
vans. The surviving Adelaide mail van has been 
renumbered to D101. 

The reconditioning of the 600 HP railcars was 
another project which was greatly delayed. At the start 
of the year DRC40 and DRC43 were in Bendigo 


B69 powers through Bacchus Marsh on the 11 45 Up Ballarat as 55RM waits in the platform on Fri.15.4.83. 


(Gavin McLaughlan) 
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_ workshops, and cars 41 and 42 were in service, but 

prone to failure. 42 was also sent to Bendigo after it 
failed just before Easter, but DRC43, supposedly 
almost complete, did not re-enter public running until 
the first week in July. In the meantime 41 continued to 
run, but on DERM rosters rather than a 600 roster for 
much of the time. 

The new DRC43 appears to run reliably enough. For 
the passenger the new colour scheme is bright and 
attractive; the interior of the car was not finished so 
well, with a number of screw holes still visible where 
fittings had been removed. The seats have been re- 
upholstered in the standard first class blue and 
economy brown; however the car is now one class 
only, to overcome problems of segration between 
smokers and non-smokers. The smokers have gained 
the first class seats. A bell has been provided for guard- 
_to-driver communication. 


CARRIAGE UTILIZATION 


Carriage roster N12, which had started on 31.10.82, 
was still in operation at the start of the year, and it con- 
tinued until the end of April. The three new N sets 
delivered in this period were not incorporated into the 
roster; they were held as spares, enabling the extra 
trains run on Labour Day, Easter and Anzac holiday 
weekends to be formed inefficiently with spare vehi- 
cles instead of efficiently with ordinary service stock as 
_ was supposed to be the case. 
A new roster N15 was scheduled for 30.4, but it 
actually started a few days earlier. Experience had 
shown that three spare sets rather than two were 
needed to maintain the service reliably. (The fortunate 
bonus of a nineteenth set will still allow sixteen sets to 
be rostered for traffic at the completion of the 
programme). Two of the three extra sets were 
programmed; they replaced the Kyneton sets of BCE- 
_ AS-BEa/c-BEL, and are stabled at Kyneton overnight. 
At this stage 12 out of the 15 N-sets in service 
included BRN buffets; provision of a buffet service on 
the train was now dependent on economic factors, not 
on the availability of catering vehicles. The number of 
new buffet services provided with N15 was not great, 
and at any one time only about half of the BRN cars 
were serving food. The trains to gain buffet service 
were: 
19 40 Down Friday and 15 15 Up Albury Sunday 
09 35 Down and 16 35 Up Swan Hill Sunday 
0450 Up and 0750 Down Bendigo Monday 
06 45 Up and 09 50 Down Bendigo Mon. to Fri. 


11.00 Up and 18 30 Down Bendigo Mon. to Fri. 
1700 Up (MRS) and 19 45 Down Bendigo Sunday. 
The future provision of catering service on the day 
Shepparton trains appears unlikely, and the Kyneton 
and Geelong trains were under discussion. 

The four CD vans operated on a variety of services 
before they took up their intended service on the air- 
conditioned sets described above. Among their more 
exotic uses was operation on the Seymour parcels train 
and the goods to Echuca. CD1 was hauled empty 
Seymour to Melbourne on the 1810 Up local on 
Fri.25.3. (1323-CD1-18CE-4AE-29BE-12BE),; at 
Easter it was on a set (CD1-19AE-60BES-45BEL- 
25BE) which ran the 1855 Numurkah on Wed.30.3 
and the 1405 Bacchus Marsh, 1715 Sunbury and 
22 15 Mildura the following day. Three weeks later it 
was still on the same set on the Geelong line, but by 
Queen’s Birthday it had become part of the Warrnam- 
bool set (CD1-14AS-1BRS-3BS-17BE). CD2 was on 
the 1000 Up Traralgon on Good Friday 1.4 (CD2- 
14AS-7BW-35BW-46BEL) and on the 18 30 Bendigo 
(Vinelander set) on Sat.28.5 (CD2-1AZ-2MRS-6BZ- 
8BS); on the Queen’s Birthday weekend it was in an 
Albury set (see above). CD3 was in its Albury set by 
the end of March; the 16 25 Up on Tues.29.3 was X38- 
X34-CD3-4AZ-3MBS-7BZ-53BES. CD7 ran in from 
Seymour on Sat.19.2 — the 07 10 Up was T344-CD7- 
I8CE-4AE-29BE-12BE, on Tues.21.6 it had also been 
placed in an Albury set — the 16 25 Up was X40-CD7- 
AZ-1MBS-BZ-34BEa/c. 

Theoretically, non-airconditioned local trains to 
Seymour and Kyneton were operated by three sets of 
CW-AE-BEL-BW. With the non-availability of 600 
railcars, the number of sets used was much greater. 
The cars used depended on what was available, and 
rarely matched the roster. Often AE and AW cars were 
used as economy cars. The operation of Saturday trains 
to Seymour depended on the availability of railcars. If a 
DERM were available, the 12 35 Down ran as a pass. 
towing the DERM; the DERM returned at 16 05, and 
another pass. set (or very rarely a 600 railcar) ran the 
18 35 Down. If no railcars were available the 18 35 
Down was run with two locos and two sets. 

Late in April one of the airconditioned Kyneton sets 
had temporarily lost its BCE and was running as 19CE- 
30AE(eco)-1 AS-SOBESa/c-39BE. This set was not 
broken up immediately after the introduction of N sets 
on Kyneton trains, and it ran for three or four days on 
scheduled non-airconditioned services. On Fri.29.4 it 
was on the 16 05 and 21 00 Seymour, and the follow- 
ing day on the 1245 Kyneton and 1835 Seymour 


An unusual carriage working: dining car Avoca in the Gippslander set on Thurs.20.5.82. 
(Roderick Smith) 
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(both scheduled 600). Other sets with airconditioned 
cars operated on occasions on Seymour local trains. On 
Sat.2.7 the 1835 Down had 35CE-2AZ(orange)- 
33BE-34BW-37CE-18AE-25AW(eco)-68BWL, and 
on Sat.23.7 the 12 35 Down was T324-T339-59BES- 
44BE-4AS-66ZLP-62RM. 

Changes occured to the sets operating to Albury and 
Swan Hill, and on the evening Warrnambool train. In 
the future these sets are to be interchangeable; at pre- 
sent three identical (or equivalent) sets run to Albury 
and Swan Hill, and the Warrnambool train is unique. 

The Albury sets began life as CE-AZ-MBS-BZ-BE; 
carriage roster N12 theoretically replaced the end cars 
by airconditioned BEs, but in practice only one or two 
sets were fully airconditioned. At one stage, the fourth 
car on one of the sets was 7BS. By the end of March at 
least one set had a CD van instead of a CE, and by the 
end of June all three sets did. Two of the sets had BRS 
buffet cars by the end of June. The three sets were 
then nominally CD-AZ-BRS-BZ-BEa/c, although one 
would have had an MBS until the extra BRS was 
available. 

The Warrnambool set was listed as early as October 
as conveying a BRS buffet when it became available; 
this was in May. About the same time it gained the 
fourth CD, and is now CD-AS-BRS-BS-BWL, with 
on-train catering. 

Spare set SP] existed in many different forms during 
the year, with and without Murray dining car. Some 
examples were: 

Sat.8.5: 1755 Albury — $313-34BEa/c-1BG-Murray- 

SAS-4AS-5BCE-VBPY68 
Fri.27.5: 12 55 Shepparton (scheduled N set) — B80- 

39BE-1BG-2BZ-4AS-11CE 
Sat.11.6: 07 55 Albury — $309-S305-19BEa/c-31BEa/ 

c-1BZ-Murray-4AZ-CD2+N set 

This last example could be thought of either as SP1, or 
as a Z set with more than one irregularity. Staff comp- 
laints about Murray led to its removal from the set in 
June. There were now enough N sets with buffets for 
them to be used when a Z set failed. It was not unusual 
to see N sets running on weekday services to Swan Hill 
or Albury during June and July. 

In the second half of the year, sets became more 
varied, as the number of non-N vehicles was further 
reduced. One variation was the 17 00 Up Bendigo on 
Fri.15.7 — X39-VBPY54-19CE-8AZ-3MBS-3BZ- 
12BS. The morning Up Albury train on Sun.24.7 had 4 
airconditioned cars (plus an AW trailing) behind 
orange van 33CE. 

In the days when it was the only 600 hp railcar in 
operation, DRC41 was not very reliable, and there was 
a general shortage of DERMs, so it was usually seen 
on DERM rosters, rather than on 600 schedules. Its 
visits to Seymour were usually on the 07 00 Down. It 
ran very occasionally on the 18 55 Down and 21 00 Up 
on Fridays; this train was usually a pass., often a 
scratch set. 

Two of the more unusual compositions on the 21 00 
Up were: 

11.2: T381-61BES-89BPL-19CE (van at rear) 

11.3: T330-9CW-18AE-33BW 

DRC43 began operating Seymour 600 schedules in 
July, running the 1855 Down and the 0550 Up. 
Unusually, on Sat.9.7, DRC43 ran the 07 10 Down 
Seymour (a DERM schedule) and 62RM ran the 08 05 
Down Kyneton (a 600 schedule). 
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TIMETABLES 


A number of minor changes occurred during the year. 
Where passenger trains had been operating railmotor 
services for some months, some schedules were 
decelerated. The 1605 Seymour was slowed by 10 
minutes. The 18 35 Down Bacchus Marsh and return 
were altered to run without trailer, and the Up train 
altered to 20 10. The 16 35 and 17 45 Kyneton trains 
were slowed to cater for operation by T class locos. The 
1500 Kyneton was altered to 1510 from 18.7 in 
response to a petition from passengers. 

Schedules of trains which gained on-train catering 
were altered to give shorter stops at Ballarat, Colac and 
Bendigo (for the Sunday train). In order not to create 
too much fuss, the branch line connections were not 
altered, so, for example, the 5 minutes gained at 
Ballarat are lost at Ararat for a passenger going to 
Hamilton. 

The rail service to Cobram was reintroduced on 
Sun.14.8. The one Numurkah train each day would be 
extended to/from Cobram, replacing the bus service. 
For political reasons, the Saturday Shepparton train 
will not be extended, even though its crew regularly 
travels on the connecting bus as far as Numurkah. 

Services would be provided by suburban trains run- 
ning to similar timings to the railmotors they replaced; 
a completely new timetable would be held to coincide 
with the opening of the northern underground loop 
early in 1984. Major country alterations would also be 
delayed until then. 

The number of minor changes was so great that it 
was decided to issue a revised edition of the public 
timetable in August or September. This would include 
the alterations, but would no longer show the Werribee 
or Mornington services, as these are now completely 
suburban and even under control of a different 
authority. 


RESERVATIONS 


The Vicres computerised reservation system was 
extended to South Australia and Western Australia in 
May and June, and is now known as Austres. the AN 
and WAGER allotments of interstate services are now 
in the computer, and are accessible from any Victorian 
terminal. Likewise the Victorian allotments (and any 
local Victorian train) can be booked in Adelaide and 
Perth. Local AN and WAGER services are supposed to 
be included, too. It is possible to book on Victor Har- 
bour services — the single Bluebird car is shown as Car 
6, carriage class BDC — but Adelaide - Port Pirie 
buses, WAGR buses and the Prospector were not 
available. 

The computerised reservation system already in 
operation in New South Wales is said to be incompati- 
ble with Austres (what we can do with gauges we can 
also do with computers), but two Austres terminals are 
to be provided in the Sydney booking office, and two 
NSW terminals at Spencer St. The Queensland Rail- 
ways have not shown any interest in joining either 
computerised system so far. 


Why not subscribe and have Newsrail 
home delivered? 
DETAILS: 
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The Moriac Jinx 


The rustic station at Moriac, now virtually abandoned, 
| only experiences signs of life whenever passenger and 

goods trains flash by without pause. It was not always 
like that. 

_ In days gone by this station was a busy loading point 
for agricultural produce, a train crossing point, the 
junction for the erratically-used Wensleydale branch 
line and a cut-off point for banker engines on heavy 
goods trains from Geelong. 

Moriac station opened for traffic on Ist October, 

_ 1877, as Mount Moriac, and became a staff and ticket 
or crossing station on Ist June, 1878. Apparently there 
was only one loop siding until 21st January, 1901, 
when a third road was added. The signalling arrange- 
ments between 1878 and 1889, when the Wensleydale 
connection was made, would have been two home sig- 
nals with hand-worked locking bars on the facing 
points on the main line. The Wensleydale junction 
points at 60 miles 50 chains would have been similarly 
protected. 

A home signal for the Wensleydale branch was 
installed in March, 1900, when the sections on either 
side of Moriac were converted from staff and ticket to 
large electric staff. The main line points at the station 
were fitted with plunger locks in 1909-10 (Up end on 
9th December, 1909 and Down end in the following 

_ year) but the junction retained a hand-locking bar until 
7th January, 1915 when an Annett lock was installed. 
Two similar locks were placed on the home signal 
levers at the same time. In 1919 the Wensleydale home 
signal was placed on the same post as the Up main line 
home signal. 

Over the years the Moriac station has experienced 
several serious accidents, perhaps no more or less than 
any other main line station, but to the reader of 
Western District newspapers the conjunction of 
Moriac and railway mishaps seems to occur regularly. 

During the morning of Saturday, 26th July, 1902, 
for instance, the Wensleydale goods train stalled while 

_ passing up the slight grade on the branch line near the 
Moriac junction, rolled back and blocked the main line. 
The Port Fairy passenger train was held at South 
Geelong for 25 minutes, and further detained at 
Moriac owing to the disabled train still being on the 
main line. The Minister of Railways was one of the 
passengers on the Port Fairy train, and he came in for 
criticism by fellow-passengers for the alleged false 
economy practised by the railway department in over- 
loading its engines and sending an obsolete and faulty 
locomotive to Wensleydale. It subsequently emerged 
that the engine had defective injectors. 

A couple of months later, on Monday, 30th Septem- 
ber, 1902, a goods train failed at Buckley and caused 
the morning passenger train to be delayed for over an 
hour at Moriac until the obstruction was removed. 

These minor mishaps were eclipsed by weightier 
events on the evening of Saturday, 28th May, 1904 
affecting, once again, the Port Fairy passenger train. 
The service departed Geelong on time at 5.55 pm. The 
train consisted of a D class engine, one cattle truck and 
three passenger cars bearing 90 occupants. The run to 
Moriac was made in 40 minutes without mishap. The 
train accelerated away from the Moriac platform and 
approached the facing points of the Wensleydale 

_ branch line junction at 15 mph. 
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As the train was negotiating these points the pony 
wheels of the engine continued along the main line, 
but the driving wheels split the points, and the cattle 
truck followed the branch line rails. The leading 
passenger car received a very severe jolt and numerous 
jerks, throwing passengers out of their seats, sending 
luggage flying and smashing windows. One passenger 
was knocked unconscious. 

The driver immediately shut off steam to prevent 
further catastrophe. The cattle truck continued south- 
wards and left the rails completely, while the leading 
passenger car ended up slewed across the main line. 
The engine and tender were both derailed. 

A breakdown train and doctor were immediately 
sent from Geelong. Meanwhile, the Melbourne-bound 
evening passenger train had arrived at Moriac and 
halted at the top of the gradient west of the accident 
scene. The decision was then made by the Moriac sta- 
tionmaster (C Thomson) and Roadmaster Ley to 
transfer the Melbourne passengers and the injured 
man to the cars on the breakdown train and send them 
off to Geelong. The Port Fairy passengers, or at least 
those who had not developed a sudden aversion to 
train travel, then boarded the waiting train at the top of 
the hill and were taken on to Winchelsea and further 
stations west. 

The breakdown crew worked through the night, and 
by 5.50 am on Sunday morning the line was re-opened. 
There was little damage to the derailed rollingstock, 
and only a misaligned spring affected the locomotive. 
The engine, car and truck were shunted into the 
Moriac siding and later towed to Geelong. 

Western District traffic was dislocated for two days, 
and several goods trains had to be held at roadside sta- 
tions until the Monday. 

As a result of another incident at Moriac on Tues- 
day, 10th January, 1905, the Western District train ser- 
vice was disarranged for the entire afternoon and even- 
ing. The engine of the Forrest to Geelong mixed ser- 
vice ran short of water soon after passing Moriac 
resulting in one of the boiler plugs melting. The fire 
was dropped immediately. 

The Geelong stationmaster sent the yard pilot to the 
rescue but this engine only travelled as far as South 
Geelong where it was halted pending the arrival of the 
staff for the section to Moriac. 

The staff was on the disabled engine, of course, so 
the fireman was detailed to secure a tricycle from the 
Moriac track gang and muscle power his way the entire 
22 kilometres to South Geelong bearing the essential 
staff. 

Two hours later the staff was put through the instru- 
ment at South Geelong, the Geelong pilot proceeded 
to Moriac and pushed the disabled train into the 
Moriac siding. The 5.55 pm passenger train to Port 
Fairy was held at South Geelong until the section was 
clear and after this train had passed Moriac, the Forrest 
mixed was hauled into Geelong, arriving nearly four 
hours late at 9.06 pm. 

The Port Fairy to Melbourne passenger train was 
delayed for half an hour and its late arrival in Geelong 
caused several passengers to miss the Ballarat connec- 
tion. The Geelong stationmaster catered for these 
unfortunates by attaching a car to the 10.10 pm Ballarat 
goods. 
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Overloading and bad weather were responsible for a 
goods train breakdown during Monday night, the 10th 
June, 1907, on the approaches to Moriac. the train was 
divided and taken in two halves to Buckley. The 
Melbourne bound passenger train had to be held at 
Winchelsea for 45 minutes until the line was clear. 

The next Moriac incident occurred in June, 1908, 
and featured the bizarre spectacle of a pilotman and his 
paperwork being hurried through the night on hor- 
seback. One evening the passenger train from Port 
Fairy was proceeding towards Melbourne until its 
progress was halted at Winchelsea due to failure of the 
electric staff instrument controlling the section to 
Moriac. 

The train was held back while arrangements were 
made for a Pilotman to accompany the train over the 
section. The Rules provided for the Pilotman to come 
from the end of the section (Moriac in this case) to the 
failed instrument by the best means available, includ- 
ing trolly, railway tricycle or other mode, but not by 
locomotive or any railway vehicle. The stationmaster at 
Moriac chose to send the Pilotman by horse! 

The sixteen kilometre journey took the horseman 
14 hours, and so the train was delayed for this length 
of time. There were outraged complaints from the 
delayed passengers over the incident. 

The development of agriculture in the Moriac area 
led to increased outwards loading of produce and the 
eventual provision of improved loading facilities. A 
ramped platform was installed in 1911 and subse- 
quently extended in 1913 to accommodate seven 
trucks. A little prior to this, on the night of Tuesday, 
8th June, 1909, the goods train from Colac to Geelong 
halted at Moriac to pick up several loaded trucks of 
produce. During shunting operations, one of the 
trucks became derailed while negotiating the points. A 
breakdown gang was despatched with all speed from 
Geelong, and after four hours’ work had the situation 
returned to normal. 

A similar derailment on the evening of Wednesday, 
2nd July, 1913, involving one truck, delayed the Port 
Fairy passenger train for half an hour. 

Not a serious derailment by any means, but a 
foretaste of things to come. 

At 10.30 pm on Monday, 9th February, 1914 a 
goods train proceeding towards Geelong was admitted 
to the platform at Moriac and came to a stand while 
waiting for the “‘line clear’ report from South 
Geelong. The signalman on duty at Moriac forgot to 
put the Up main line home signal at the rear to danger, 
with the result that a following goods train ran through 
the signal. The driver of the second train spotted the 
lights on the guardsvan of the stationary train and 
made an emergency application of the brakes, but to 
no avail. A rear-end collision ensued, causing head inj- 
uries to the guard but only slight damage to the station- 
ary train. Traffic was not interrupted, but no doubt the 
signalman’s railway career was. 

A few years later, on Saturday, lst December, 1917, 
misfortune struck again. The 7.20 am goods to 
Wensleydale was unable to surmount the mainline 
grade approaching Moriac, and stalled. The train was 
divided and half taken on to Moriac. The engine then 
ran back to retrieve the balance of the train and col- 
lided violently with the standing trucks, derailing two 
of them. One press report stated that the two trucks 
had broken away and hit the locomotive, but that 
hardly seems correct since the train had originally 
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stalled on an uphill gradient and the locomotive would 
have been proceeding down hill at the point of colli- 
sion. 

The main South-western line was blocked, and 
remained so until 5.30 pm that afternoon. The 
Geelong Show was on that day, and extra passenger 
trains were being run, so the inconvenience was great. 
All Up and Down passenger trains proceeded to the 
derailment site, and passengers changed trains per 
boot. A delay of up to 3 hours was incurred for these 
trains. 

Many years were to pass before the Moriac jinx 
claimed further victims, and the worst was yet to come. 
On the evening of Saturday, 12th April, 1952, a head- 
on collision at Moriac killed one person and injured 
our. 

The 7.05 pm Geelong to Warrnambool passenger 
train of six cars and 65 passengers arrived at Moriac on 
time and, after completing platform work, began 
reversing at 7.52 pm in order to run into No.2 road to 
permit a cross with the 3.15 Warrnambool to 
Melbourne passenger train. Suddenly, and without any 
warning, the Up train of four cars carrying 90 
passengers burst out of the gloom and slammed head 
on into the reversing train still on the main line. 

The impact was tremendous. The Down train was 
pushed back, the pony truck on the engine knocked 
sideways, the smoke box stove in and the end of the 
first carriage telescoped. The Up train suffered greater 
damage. The pony truck on this A2 was torn away and 
its wheels run over by the engine, the boiler and cab 
crushed and ripped apart as if made of paper. The front 
of the leading carriage was forced three feet into the air 
as it mounted the rear of the tender and the front com- 
partment was pulped when tons of metal smashed into 
it. 

Windows and lights were shattered, and seats torn 
and upended. The other three carriages escaped 
damage. 

The driver and fireman of the Up train were severely 
burned when the boiler burst and all of the injury 
cases, plus one death, were from this train. As soon as 
the impact was over, alert passengers and railwaymen 
rendered immediate assistance. 

Residents within a hundred yards of the station 
rushed out frem their homes when they heard the 
trains crash. They helped with rescue work and gave 
first-aid to the injured. 

Two ambulances sped from Geelong and ferried the 
injured to the Geelong Hospital. Three buses took 
passengers to Melbourne and Geelong, and passing 
motorists gave lifts. Two buses took down-line 
passengers to their destinations. 

A breakdown gang and two cranes arrived at the site 
early on Sunday morning to remove the wreckage and 
reinstate the track. The wrecked carriage was pushed 
sideways off the track and the two engines rerailed and 
hauled into the siding. The Warrnambool line was 
closed for 24 hours. 

The driver of the Warrnambool to Melbourne train, 
Albert Quinlivan, was charged with manslaughter. In 
his defence, Quinlivan stated that he did not see the 
Moriac signal and was unaware of the train’s exact 
position prior to the collision. 

Visibility was bad on the night in question and the 
engine was steaming very poorly, the latter requiring 
the driver to render assistance to the fireman on the 
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CTC on the Western Line 


Steady progress on the field installation of the CTC on 
the main Western line between Ararat and Serviceton 
continues. 

Between Ararat and Murtoa, only the civil works are 
complete or underway, while in the section west of 
Dimboola, installation of the necessary signalling 
equipment and track alterations are well advanced. In 
the section between Murtoa and Dimboola, the field 
work is complete as far as possible. 

The inevitable industrial dispute is delaying the use 
of the new system between Murtoa and Dimboola. At 
this stage, an early resolution of the problems concern- 
ing manning and location of the control panel, do not 
appear to be occurring. If the problem is not resolved 
by the Christmas wheat season, train operations under 
the staff and ticket system could well be chaotic on this 
section, and fascinating to watch. 

An inspection of the line between Ararat and Ser- 
viceton was made during early September. Miram, 
Kaniva loop (434 km) and Leeor loop (458 km) were 
the only locations not visited due to the latter two 
being inaccessible after the heavy rains. Stations or 
new loops not listed have had no visible changes made 
since previous Newsrail visits. For previous reports see 
October 1982, and April, May and August 1983 
Newsrails. 


Pyrenees Loop (just out of Ararat) — Trackwork com- 
plete. 

Armstrong (Site) — virtually obliterated — only the 
old DR and some rubbish remain at this former cross- 
ing station. 

Great Western Loop — trackwork complete, CTC 
equipment building Down end also complete. 


Deep Lead (site) — as for Armstrong, but part of the 
track of the former No.2 road remains in the level- 
crossing, as do the buffers of 2 road Down extension. 


Deep Lead Loop — trackwork and CTC equipment 
building complete. For a while earlier this year, No.2 
road of this new loop was used while a small bridge on 
the main line near the Down end was reconstructed. 


Wal Wal (Site) — remains of this now closed crossing 
station, are part of No.2 road in the level-crossing, and 
the old timber office for the weighbridge. A radio 
repeater pillbox and mast have been located in the old 
yard area. 


Lubeck — the extended No.2 and 3 roads are currently 
being used for shunting purposes only, to obtain access 
to the silos. The Up end turnout into the new loop has 
been completed, but spiked. At the time, 2 to 3 road 
Up end points are operated by a WSA lever. 
Murtoa — At the Up end of this junction station, the 
former interlocked (trailing to Down trains) crossover 
to Marmalake wheat sidings has been removed and a 
new facing crossover positioned (in 94 lb rail), but 
spiked. The former crossover turnout on the No.2 road 
extension from Marmalake remains but disconnected. 
At the Down end of the station, no further changes as 
yet to those previously reported. Colour light signal 
posts have been installed to control trains in and out of 
the future initial CTC area. The relaying of the main 
line through the yard in 53 kg rail has been completed. 
Murtoa Loop — signals positioned and ready to go vir- 
tually. 
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Jung — old semaphore signal posts remain as do the 
deserted station building on the now cut back platform 
and the goods shed. Trackwork alterations have been 
completed, and the loop is now based on the station’s 
former No.3 road, with an extension at the Down end 
to serve the wheat silos. The overall length of the loop 
has been shortened by about 100 m. The odd thing 
about this loop is that both the Up and Down ends, 
have been completely connected to the switch locks 
stands, ready for CTC, but with their 53 kg rail points 
clipped. Flashing light installation has yet to be com- 
pleted at the Up end level-crossing. This installation is 
held up by the industrial dispute, and has resulted in 
complaints from the local residents regarding safety on 
the level-crossing. 


Dooen — trackwork complete. The Down end has a 
94 lb rail turnout which is currently staff locked, and 
rodded to the derail/crowder. The switch lock stand 
has been positioned, but not yet connected. The old 
station building remains on the cut back platform as 
does the goods shed. The old semaphore signal posts 
also remain. 


Dahlen — Relaying of the loop serving the silos has 
been completed and the siding remains staff locked. 


Pimpinio — trackwork complete. As for Dooen, the 
loop is staff locked, but the switch lock stands are posi- 
tioned for the future and wired in. The points are at 
present rodded to the derail/crowder and associated 
position detectors are also connected up and wired in. 
The old station building, goods shed and semaphore 
signal posts remain as signs of this former crossing sta- 
tion. 


Dimboola — many changes have already been made to 
this station. At the Up end, the loop has been extended 
to the Up side of the Western highway level-crossing, 
and the associated signalling revised. A Down home 
arrival searchlight signal has been located out past the 
old distant signal, and colour light departure signals 
have been positioned to control the exit from the sta- 
tion and the flashing lights on the level-crossing. These 
signals are worked from the signal box. 

In the station yard, the dock platform track and all 
the associated pointwork and signals have been 
abolished as well as the connection to the loco depot. 
This has resulted in the partial removal of post 10, a 
signal which once had 5 arms and six discs, at the 
Down end of the platform. Two new crossovers have 
been installed about 400 m past the station platform 
near the perway depot. Motors to operate these points 
are currently being positioned. Other works in the yard 
were the installation of signal cables and reballasting of 
the two sidings on the Down side of the line, just past 
the signal box. 


Dimboola loop — Signal posts positioned and lights 
only recently installed. Not yet connected up. Cabling 
well underway. 


Gerang Gerung — A relay room at the Up end com- 
plete. Switch lock stands at both ends positioned only, 
but not yet connected. The loop has dead end exten- 
sions at both ends. New point rodding and detectors 
installed. 


Kiata — The post for the Down repeating signal for 
Salisbury loop located at the Up end of this former 
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B60, Harold W Clapp, being sandblasted prior to rebuilding at Clyde’s Rosewater South Australian plant 
on 5.9.83. It is of interest to see the door in the nose being reopened. (Harry Shnattlebach) 
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crossing station is to be replaced, by a new post, a few 
metres closer to Dimboola. Switch lock stands posi- 
tioned only. New point rodding, detectors and derail/ 
crowder installed at the Down end, while the loop dead 
end extension crossover has been rerodded and detec- 
tors positioned. The old goods shed remains. 
Salisbury Loop — Salisbury — Salisbury Loop is to be 
extended in the Down direction encompassing the pre- 
sent Salisbury wheat siding loop. Earthworks for this 
are complete, but the extension of a small bridge at the 
Down end of the crossing loop is yet to be completed. 
At the time of inspection, the existing siding to the 
silos was disconnected from the main line and being 
relaid in 94 lb rail. The old main line Up end turnout to 
the siding has been relocated to form the new Up end 
turnout from No.2 road of the extended loop. At the 
Down end a new 107 Ib rail turnout was being built 
alongside the existing turnout, which was still in the 
main line, but spiked. This old turnout may be used to 
give access to the wheat silos from the Down end. At 
the Up end of Salisbury Loop, a new relay hut has been 
constructed, near the present portable office. The 
existing Down home arrival signal is to be replaced by 
a new post. 


Nhill — a new intermediate crossover, worked by a 
ground frame has been installed between the main line 
and No.2 road, nearer to Melbourne than the previous 
one which has been removed. Associated semaphore 
signals have been abolished. This old crossover was 
originally the Up end of the loop, prior to it being 
extended in 1965. This new crossover is to be fitted 
with a switch lock in the future to enable shunting at 
this station. The existing crossing loop extension will 
then be removed. 


Tarraginnie — This siding has been relaid to a pure 
loop and remains staff locked. New derails and 
crowders have been installed and rodded into the exist- 
ing level stand. Switch lock stands and point detectors 
have been positioned for the future. 


Diapur — Trackwork at this yard has reached an inter- 

mediate stage. The new crossing loop extension in the 

Up direction has been completed and only awaits to be 

connected into the existing loop. Trackwork to give 

access to the wheat silos has also been completed. This 
consists of a long siding with an intermediate 
crossover, with all the turnouts off No.2 road, facing 

Down trains and thus allows only Up trains to easily 

work at this station. At the Up end of the new loop, 

signal posts have been located. Switch lock, point 
detectors and other safeworking apparatus have also 
been positioned or installed. The Down end turnout 
has been relaid in the new heavy rails and connected to 
the signal frame. A relay room has also been built at 
the Down end (Up side) of the station, and cabling was 

well underway at the time of inspection. | 

Kaniva — relay hut located on the Up side of the line, 

just past the Down end level-crossing. 

Lillimur — relay hut at Up end of siding built. Switch 

lock stands positioned, and installation of new point/ 

derail, etc. rodding underway. 

General: 

* Intermediate signal posts have positioned along side 
the line to past Diapur and delivered to their future 
locations for the remainder. 

* Kilometre post installation complete. 


* Relaying in early September was underway between 
Murtoa and the site of Wal Wal. (WAD) 


X37 blasts through Great Western as it used to be on 27.8.80. (Mal Austin) 


General News 


Bargain ticket for railfans: As part of V/Line’s new 
fare structure, to take effect on 16.10.83, a ticket, titled 
‘Rail-Away’ has been introduced. This ticket is ideal 
from the railfan’s viewpoint as it allows the traveller to 
enjoy his hobby for a full 14 days at unbelievable low 
rates. The ticket is available for unlimited travel on 
InterUrban and InterCity services. The following 
attractive fares apply. 

Adult: $75.00 (first class), $55.00 (economy) 

Student/child: $37.50 (first class), $27.50 
(economy) 
The only restriction is that the tickets are not available 
in conjunction with interstate travel and sleeping berth 
charges on the Vinelander are additional. With 
Christmas holidays coming up, a railfan could do a lot 
worse than shout himself a Rail-Away ticket. (KW) 


Interstate locomotives: At the moment, V/Line is 


_ short of locomotives, and with the forthcoming wheat 


season on us, V/Line knows what problems this will 
cause. The STA, to reduce this problem, are to run AN 
‘930’ class Alco locomotives on the Overlandeach way, 
as second unit, thus releasing two ‘X’ class. They are 
also going to hire four AN GM class locomotives, and 
two WAGR L class locomotives (similar to C class 
locos), and run them on the standard gauge. This in 
turn will release six X class locos off the standard gauge 
for use on the broad gauge. (AFULE Divisional News) 


Train switches on radio: A State Government project 
to reduce the number of train derailments and acci- 
dents swung into full operation on Wed.7.9.83. The 
two-way radio communications system between train 
drivers on country routes and the V/Line Centrol base 


at Spencer St is the final stage in a $6 million program. 


The system links drivers on the Melbourne - Ser- 
viceton and Melbourne - Albury lines with Centrol. 


Wheat by rail?: The handling of the grain crop by rail 
is coming under review from the farmers as cost 
increases for transport are outstripping their returns. 
With a record season likely in both Victorian and 
NSW, farmers are confronting Governments in a 


-number of areas. So incensed have some farmers 


become, suggestions to block rail passenger services at 
level-crossing to pressure the Government have been 
made. 

The recent State Government moves to increase 
grain handling charges and move the Grain Elevators 
Board from the Agriculture department to Transport 
have caused a furore amongst Victorian farmers. At a 
grain growers meeting in Bendigo on Fri.21.10, the 
deregulation of the grain movement by rail was 
demanded. The meeting stifled moves to block level- 
crossings, and rejected the proposed introduction of 
the $4,000,000 Public Authority Dividend on the GEB 
and the 15% increase in grain freight rates on the rail- 
ways. Prior to the meeting, Mr Crabb announced a 
change in Central Receival Points system which 
offered a $1.20 /tonne incentive to farmers for deliver- 
ing to these nominated points. The discount has been 
spread over all silos and not just those for the CRP’s. 
This meant that the increase in freight rate was 13.8% 
instead of the previously announced 15%. 

The CRP system will still operate however, aecept- 
ing grain for up to 16 hours per day, and continuous 
block train movement from these points. 
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At a meeting of the National Grains Conference in 
Canberra during October, discussion on the outlook of 
a national approach to handle and transport wheat in 
Australia took place. Despite the overall national 
economics of an integrated system, State parochialism 
and capacity for wheat to generate revenue for State 
rail authorities and treasuries will see that the status 
quo remains at least for the forseeable future. The 
SRA of NSW is against the shipping of wheat to Vic- 
toria as it would effect SRA costs and revenues. 
(WAD, Weekly Times) 


State studies rail-ski plan: A property developer has 
drawn up a $200 million project that includes building a 
tourist railway from Harrietville, in north-eastern Vic- 
toria, to the Mt Hotham ski resort. If the State Govern- 
ment approves the 15 kilometre electric railway, its 
route will run through the Ovens Valley, and a nine 
kilometre tunnel beneath the picturesque Bogong 
National Park. 

It would include three above-ground railway stations 
at Diamentina, Loch and Hotham Heights and connect 
with Australia’s first gondola lift services, which would 
carry tourists across the snowfields. A spokesman for 
the Minister for Economic Development, Mr Cathie 
said that the scheme was still being examined by the 
Government. He said a decision would be made soon 
whether a feasibility study went ahead. 


Mr Crabb lists ways to cut rail spending: The 
Minister for Transport, Mr Crabb, has suggested more 
than 50 ways of cutting State rail spending, including 
the closure of some ‘“‘little used’’ country lines. But he 
has conceded that many of the suggestions are ‘“‘the 
reverse of Government policy” and will not be imple- 
mented. 

The list, which includes the closure of 100 suburban 
railway stations after 8 pm, the introduction of ticket 
validating machines and the closure or amalgamation 
of interstate passenger trains, has been given to unions 
as a starting point for talks on making railway opera- 
tions more economical. He expects to announce firm 
plans for railway operations — the most expensive and 
least profitable area of Government transport — within 
two months, to coincide with the release of the 
Government’s 10 year transport plan. 

If all Mr Crabb’s suggestions were implemented, the 
Government would save at least $157 million and 
5,590 railway jobs would be lost. (IBB) 


Fertiliser by rail: The delivery of fertiliser by rail is to 
be rationalised in association with the VFGA and Pivot 
Fertilisers in an effort to contain freight rates. Fertiliser 
deliveries by rail are to be concentrated at 106 country 
locations for this season. Stations selected were on the 
basis of throughputs of more than 1000 tonnes a year, 
where there was potential to up upgrade facilities to 
handle blocks of five or more wagon consignments and 
have the related facilities to provide farm delivery and 
spreading services. 

V/Line is to discount all consignments of five or 
more rail wagons from a single point on the same day 
to one unloading station. Fertiliser may be consigned 
to other stations, but at a higher cartage rate. Prior to 
these arrangements, 433 stations were serviced by the 
railways for fertiliser. An analysis showed that 70% of 
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fertiliser was delivered through 10% of the stations, 
28% through 40% of the stations, and the remaining 
2% through 50% of the stations. 

It is interesting to note the concentration of stations 
on the Yarram, and Orbost lines, and around Sheppar- 
ton. Generally most of the handling points are spread 
evenly throughout the wheat growing areas, although 
the lack of stations on the Balranald line is noteworthy. 
Terang is the only station of the Warrnambool line 
and Werimul for the Meringur line. (WAD, Weekly 
Times) 


Tenders: Tenders have been called for the following: 
The erection and completion of signal and communica- 
tions buildings comprising the following combinations 
(1) Diesel generator room plus relay room at 
Stawell, Pyrenees loop and Ararat. (2) Diesel genera- 
tor room at Murtoa (Up end), Lubeck - Murtoa, 
Glenorchy - Lubeck, Glenorchy and Pyrenees loop - 
Great Western. 
The demolition of existing building at Dudley St, West 
Melbourne. 
For the construction of an airconditioned, 300 man 
canteen building at Batman Ave railway yards. (IBB) 


Sterne, 


Travellers return to the trains: More passengers are 
riding Melbourne’s trains, according to figures 
released by the Transport Ministry. The Transport | 
Minister, Mr Crabb, said the figures showed that the - 
long-term decline in the railways had been arrested. 

The barrier counts at city stations in July show a 
7.4% rise in the number of passengers compared with | 
July last year. There was a 15.1% increase compared | 
with the July, 1981 figure. ‘‘This is the second year of 
strong growth i in patronage following 10 years of steady | 
decline’’, Mr Crabb said. 

The addition of new trains to the network and the | 

phasing out of the red rattlers and the unsatisfactory 
blue Harris trains has attracted commuters back to rail 
travel. (IBB) 
Sandringham line: During the electrical engineers 
strike on Sun.23.10, T395 and T385 were noted pass- 
ing through Balaclava station at 14 55, light engine. 
Presumably this was for inspection. Both laces: 
returned from Sandringham and passed through Balac- - 
lava at 15 35. Normal services began soon after and a 
Down 3 car silver train was noted passing through’ 
Balaclava at 16 23. (CAP) 


The Return 
of the 
Cobram Pass. 


B64 pauses beside B80 at Numurkah 
as it runs around its train to run a 
shuttle on the occasion of the re- 
instatement of the Cobram passen- 
ger service. Sun.18.8.83. 


B64 with its 6 car train at Numurkah. 
(Both photos Robert Bramley) 
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Traffic 


“WARRNAMBOOL LINE & BRANCHES 


‘Sardine special’ rattles commuters: The Train Tra- 
vellers’ Association is angry that an evening commuter 
train from Melbourne to Geelong is still overcrowded 
_— more than a year since they first highlighted the 
problem. The association claimed that Geelong com- 
muters had become so peeved with the service that 
they were switching back to their cars. 

The train in question is the 17 40 Geelong, which 
/ also carries a substantial number of travellers who get 


| off before Geelong. The association said the train was 
| often so overcrowded that people sat on lavatory seats 


to rest weary legs. When those seats are taken, they 
used the floor. Train Travellers’ Association secretary, 
Mr Ken McIntyre, accused Transport Minister, Mr 
Crabb, of reneging on election promises. (IAM) 


Petroleum to Horsham: V/Line plans to run trains 
carrying only petroleum to Horsham three times a 
week. Fuel trains will leave Corio on the outskirts of 
Geelong on Monday, Wednesday and Friday nights 
and arrive in Horsham at 05 35 the next day. A V/Line 
spokesman said it was government policy to transport 


| petroleum products by rail. V/Line was already run- 
| ning fuel trains to Mildura, Wodonga and Shepparton. 


The spokesman said up to 17 oil tankers were 
transporting fuel to Mildura on each train. Horsham 
stationmaster said work had almost been completed on 
fuel receival depots at Horsham. 


SERVICETON LINE & BRANCHES 


Down Jet: 9149 Down Jet is usually C hauled, but on 
Thurs.22.9, it was seen at West Footscray at 21 58 


| hauled by X47-T326 with 17 wagons (GMcL) 
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Steel train: On Mon.26.9, the Down ‘steel’ train ran 
with 2 C classes and via Bacchus Marsh; with C507- 
C503-17 wagons 8377. (GMcL) 


942 at Ararat: ANR Alco loco 942 was an unusual 
member of the line-up at Ararat loco depot on 
Sun.29.10. (PJM) 


Depot visits: (all Ararat) 

Sun.2.10: S307, T324, 325, 334, 349, 368, 376,379, 
402, 405, 407, 409, 369. W263, Y137, 153, 160. 
Sun.9.10: $307, T321, 326, 339, 342, 355, 369, 379, 
382, 405, 406, 413, W263, X53, Y156, 157, 160. 
Sun.16.10: S311, T339, 355, 363, 369, 376, 390, 394, 

405,406, W263, X33, Y156, 157, 160. 

Sun.23.10: S312, T322, 331, 350, 356, 376, 378, 394, 
W263, Y156, 157, 160. 

Sun.30.10: S305, T324, 343, 347, 358, 362, 377, 379, 
391, 397, 407, W263, Y148, 156, 159, ANR 942. 
(PJM) 

Multi-Units: (all at Stawell): 

Mon.3.10: X53, T405, 369, 339, 326 — Up Goods 
29=55, 21 35 

Sat.15.10: C503, X50, T408 — Up Jet 46=118, 13 20 

Sat.22.10: $302, X42, T396 — Up Jet 50=121, 1405 

Sun.23.10: $302, T398, T355 — Up Goods 41=58, 
2135 (PJM) 


Other items of interest: 

Tues.4.10: Up Dimboola pass. $304 with two N sets 
instead of usual one at 08 05. 

Wimmera Oil train has commenced. It runs three days 
a week. Sightings include: Thurs.6.10: T367 — Up Oil 
14=28, 18 50, Sat.29.10: T377, 391 — Up Oil 12=24, 
18 15. 


Left, C509 is Adelaide bound as it waits at Buangor to cross the 14 05 Up Horsham pass. Fri.25.3.83. Right, the 
signalman at Warrenheip awaits the staff off the 12 30 Melbourne - Ballarat pass. Tues.11.3.83. (Both photos 
Graeme B Whale) 
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X31 on broad gauge again. X31 which ran through 
Stawell with S315 on the Up Jet (26=68) at 22 10 on 
13.10. 

T on Horsham pass. The Horsham pass. on Fri.14.10 
was hauled by T362. The only sighting of a T on this 
train by this observer. The train was terminated at 
Stawell due to track work west of that station. 
Wooden cars reappear in Wimmera. The first sighting 
of wooden cars in the Wimmera since Easter occurred 
on Thurs.13.10. The Horsham pass. which was termi- 
nated at Stawell consisted of B83, 22AW, 32BW, 
29BE, 19CE, N set 13, D347. 

The Horsham pass. on Sat.15.10 hauled by B68, called 
at Stawell at 13 20 — almost two hours late. (PJM) 


ALBURY LINE & BRANCHES 


Southern Aurora: Despite constant stories of declining 
patronage on Southern Aurora, the northbound service 
departing Melbourne on Sat.15.10 had 10 sleepers. 
There was no LAN car 2; car 3 was ARM952 (a R/A 
vehicle), and there was an extra NAM car 11. The 
power was 42212-X44. (RBS) 


EASTERN LINE & BRANCHES 


L class shortage on Eastern Line: During October, 
there appeared to be a shortage of serviceable L class 
locos, as diesel operation of some trains was common 
— e.g. a morning Up coal train through Warragul at 
about 0715, was regularly hauled by two T 
class, and passenger trains have also been hauled by T 
or B class. ‘Flat-top’ first series T class locos have also 
appeared on the Gippsland line trains. (This series has 
been very uncommon in Gippsland in the past.) (CR) 


N Cars for Traralgon: Now that N cars are running 
regularly on Traralgon line trains, it appears that the 
use of these three-car sets has meant that faster 
schedules could be introduced, as many are in fact 
waiting time at most stations along the way. The use of 
BRN cars (with buffet unmanned), on these trains, 
appears somewhat wasteful, to say the least. (CR) 


Signs: Remember the old tea signs attached to fences 
bordering our railway lines, advising travellers of the 
distance they were from Melbourne? Were they 
Robur? Were they Bushells? Gippsland train travellers 
alert enough will have seen the new railway signs flash 
by, smallish V-shaped white affairs on galvanised iron 
ey ai the railway line, indicating kilometres. 
PM 


Maffra to lose freight: The Traralgon to Maffra rail- 
way line will no longer carry freight once the new Sale 
railway station is opened in a couple of weeks. All 
freight trains will be rescheduled to run through Sale. 
Mr Barry Murphy, MLC, Gippsland Province said it 
was estimated this would result in net savings of 
$75,000 a year and would release a locomotive for use 
elsewhere in the state. 

He said rail wagons consigned to Maffra would be 
handled via Stratford when required. The changes will 
not affect general freight deliveries which are already 
handled by road carriers from Sale and Traralgon 
goods sheds. 

Apparently several timber bridges on the Traralgon - 
Maffra line needed extensive work but the volume of 
traffic to and from stations on the line did not warrant 
the expenditure. Freight from stations on the line had 
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declined by 65% but the small volume of inward 
freight had been much the same. (PM) 


BENDIGO LINE & BRANCHES 


Swan Hill station planned improvements: Swan Hill 
Station is to be improved. New rails and ballast will 
raise the level of the line for new cars due next year. A 
new booking area and new waiting area will improve 
conditions for passengers. There will be no change to 
the external appearance of the station. (FS) 


N set to Bendigo: Bendigo schedules were accelerated 
last October, the fastest schedules now being 2 hours 5 
minutes on the Down, and 2 hours on the Up. The Up 
Swan Hill train is advertised to leave Bendigo at 09 00, 
but the working time is 0905. Other two hour 
schedules have been used at holiday periods when Up 
services have been accelerated to pass St Albans ahead 
of a suburban. Stopping services are some minutes 
slower, but can still give excellent runs, as the follow- 
ing trip to Bendigo on Queen’s Birthday shows. N sets 
are now used on nearly all Bendigo trains, so the con- 
sist of B64-22BN-34BRN-24ACN-VBPY97 must be 
about the worst power/mass ratio which can be 
expected. Yet without any obvious speeding, this con- 
sist gained about 11 minutes in each direction, if one 
includes waiting time at intermediate stations. 


08 45 Spencer St - Bendigo 13.6.83 


Schedule Actual 

SPENCER SE cs inaeag a vadamnnaemcsn 08 45 08 46 24 
North Melbourne .............. 08 49 08 49 50 
South Kensington .............. 08 51 08 52 09 
FOGtSCfay® aos xno aacnen nieancteaiaencts 08 54 08 54 12 
SUMSHITMES) ga cdc acwssuatehonnccnintutetve 09 02 08 59 59 
09 02 14 

St. Albanst.c 204 2040 e8estmareenees 09 07 09 07 04 
Shc (210100) ee a ee 09 12 09 11 26 
Diggers Rest ................... 09 18 09 17 09 
SUNDULY «ve anne daticeneenemenes 09 22 09 20 38 
ClaPK EPICA. os. esceccce ecasneanenerenennves 09 31 09 28 48 
Riddells Creek ..............0.. 09 35 09 32 37 
GiSbORie gevacietense wy smrnnivencendeecens 09 41 09 37 42 
MACEUGI: -sssccsnenitovisinsessintnavamsnieiedznan 09 45 09 41 11 
(eased) 

Woodend) scsxcesnenmcerenunaas 09 53 09 49 05 
09 55 09 54 33 

WSVITELON, -ayicyead devccasnccdhonecauaenle bas 10 06 10 03 52 
10 05 37 

Ma liHSBUEY’ scccravconamnnverinadacaaras 10 14 10 13 10 
10 13 30 

ElphinstONnenccnrvwromans en eeans 10 21 10 20 50 
Castlemaine ................... 10 30 10 29 00 
10 32 10 31 22 

Ravenswood «.sssasscssse845s56 10 46 10 44 04 
Kangaroo Flat ................. 10 53 10 51 23 
Golden Square ................. 10 53 23 
Benepe: cceasexecweis bain cares 11 00 10 56 48 


Do you find you have nothing to do on 
Tuesday nights? 
Why not visit the ARHS Archives on the Down 
platform at Windsor from 8.00 pm. See you 
there! 
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12 00 Bendigo - Spencer St 13.6.83 


Schedule 
BEM AIBG) «cacnccerteswnmnetensutaies aeuy Ausidsew 2 00 
Golden Square ccwwinscsecaada aaa 
Kangaroo: Flat: csccameoweyca ann 1 
Ravenswood ..............00005 2 13 
(checked Castlemaine B box) 

Gastlemaine: acazcrecmaeieweecwssien 12 26 
12 28 
BIPBINSOMNE i. cccccaceauescnaenomee eau 12 39 
Malmsbuty’ sncusienmorannn enna 2 45 

KY NELON: ccmanscescvecsmsaaernsancice 
2 53 

Woodend ...............00 eee 
13 04 

TEE Tel=0 (0 
13) 12 
GISDOENE: ciciuciiccncstediainasmenaretiase tits 13 17 
Riddells Creek ................. 13 21 
Clatkenield,: ganincraseoonmmnunas aa 13 26 
SUNBURY ciccrendvaeennrornoearind es ae 13 33 

| DIS BETS REST sscccasincuicesesinenbeanstanss oop 13 37 

Sy Gerba escurcasenece nay ecanaa 13 42 
SUAIDANG! secccesnsicvcogsentnenia dae wre wi ti 13 46 
SUNSHINE ccccicuauieses eh pwaee aaa 13 S1 
Footscray  wareuntineasnsnea oe dae 13 59 

South Kensington .............. 14 02 
North Melbourne .............. 14 05 

| Spencer St emuonscsnseerorsedee 14 10 


Actual 


11 59 46 
12 02 24 
12 04 14 
1211 51 


12 25 03 
12 27 43 
12 38 03 
12 44 24 
12 51 09 
12 52 48 
13 02 19 
13 04 00 
13 10 40 
13 10 57 
13 10 57 
13 19 01 
13 22 39 
13 29 29 
13 32 33 
13 37 38 
13 41 49 
13 46 09 
13 53 09 
13 55 16 
13:37 59 
14 01 50 


SUBURBAN 
WEEDEX 


_ Above: Y159 sits in the rain 
at Belgrave at 1130 on 
Mon.8.8.83. 


Below: Y143 runs through 
Kooyong at 1300 on Tues. 
9.8.83. (Both photos Gavin 
McLaughlin) 
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The Up trip of 2 hours and 2 minutes is particularly 
impressive for a train with 5 stops. It is to be hoped that 
2-hour schedules are introduced for all Up express 
trains at the next timetable change. (SRMcL) 


5 


iJ 


Et 
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Works 


Dunkeld: By 20.10, the trackwork for the extension of 
the crossing loop at Dunkeld had been completed. The 
Up home signal had been relocated to about 200 m 
from the down end points and the interlocking work 
was also finished, but the points remained spiked. 
(WAD) 


Ballast train: Ballast trains have been running to Glen 
Waverley lately, usually after the last train on week- 
days. On Wed.19.10, the Down Ballast ran through 
Tooronga at 0053 with consist of T386-T335-ZL- 
VHWAx8-ZLP. Arrival at Syndal was at approximately 
01 20 and ballast was unloaded there. Eventual arrival 
at Glen Waverley was at 01 55. (GMcL) 


After ten years: If readers will refer to their February 
1973 edition of Newsrail, they will note an article on 
the ‘Bendigo Transportation Study’, by R M Carlisle. 
Just over ten years has elapsed, and the progress made 
is listed below, with a few additions. 

Out of 20 proposed modifications due by 1986, only 
5 are complete. Trams no longer cross Mitchell St 
bridge, but a section of rail is visible on the southern 


First stage opens at Sale: The first stage of the Sale 
railway station relocation took place on Wed.28.9, 
when the new goods shed became operational. Con- 
struction of the new passenger section and Victorian 
Railways Institute hall is proceeding rapidly. Sale City 
Council hopes to have the old station site vacant 
shortly, so that construction of the multi-million dollar 
shopping centre can begin. (PM) 


Suburban works: In the last few months re-railing has 
occurred on the Down side of Balaclava station. A 15 
mph speed limit still applies in each direction on this 
section of track. New spans have also been placed on 
the Nightingale St bridge. (CAP) 


Broad gauge flyover blocked: Because of works in con- 
nection with the ‘dual-gauging’ of track to Dynon 
carsheds, on Wed.28.9, the broad gauge flyover track 
was blocked by works and therefore all loco move- 
ments from/to Dynon had to run to South Ken- 
sington. At 11 00 one B class, two S class and a T class 
were waiting entrance to the goods lines and then to 


side. 


Road Crossing 


Existing Crossing 


Dynon. (GMcL) 


Proposed Modification 


Status at April 1983 


MELBOURNE LINE 
Chapel St 

Golden Gully Rd 
Oak St 

Hunter St 

Laurel St 

Thistle St 

Myrtle St 


SWAN HILL LINE 
Mitchell St 
Williamson St 
Mundy St 

Mclvor Hwy 


Lansell St 
Nolan St 
Midland Hwy 
Weeroona Ave 
Finn Street 
Holdsworth Rd 
Eaglehawk Rd 
Victoria St 
Hopkins Ave 
Myers Flat Rd 
Loddon Valley Hwy 


ECHUCA LINE 


Underpass 
Overpass 
Flashing lights 
Overpass 
Underpass 
Overpass 
Overpass 


Overpass 
Gates 

Boom barriers 
Underpass 


None 

Gates 
Flashing lights 
Flashing lights 
Flashing lights 
Flashing lights 
Overpass 
Flashing lights 
Open crossing 
Not listed 
Flashing lights 


None 

Reclass local street 
Grade Separation 
Reclass local street 
New bridge °87/91 
New bridge °77/81 
New 4-lane bridge 


New bridge °82/86 
Boom barriers 
Realign approach 
New bridge °71/76 


New bridge 

Boom barriers 
Boom barriers 
Boom barriers 
None 

Boom barriers 
New bridge 82/86 
None 

Flashing lights 


None 


Underpass 

As is 

Flashing lights 

As is 

Not Due 

Old bridge intact 
New 2-lane bridge 


Not yet 
Gates operated by ‘C” box 
Not yet 


Yellow collision girders 
fitted 


No crossing 

Gates operated by ‘D’ box 
Flashing lights 
Flashing lights 
Flashing lights 
Flashing lights 

Not yet 

Boom barriers in 1982 
Flashing lights 
Flashing lights 
Flashing lights 


Powell St Open crossing Flashing lights Flashing lights 

Heinz St Open crossing Flashing lights Flashing lights 

Golf Links Rd Open crossing Flashing lights Flashing lights 

Howard St. Not listed Flashing lights 
SALEYARDS 

Strickland Rd Open crossing Flashing lights Still open 

Murphy St Open crossing Flashing lights Still open 
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Gang upgraded Portland line: A V/Line gang working 
out of Ararat has begun welding all joints in the Ararat 
- Portland railway track to enable it to carry heavy C 
class locomotives. However the C class locomotives 
iwill use the track this harvest season under speed 
‘restrictions. There will be four trains a day to Portland 
‘during the harvest, working around the clock carting 
‘Wimmera - Mallee grain to the port where Grain 
Elevators Board staff have improved unloading 
facilities. 

| The track welding is part of the first phase of works 
to upgrade the Ararat - Portand line. Workers are 
building crossing loops at Dunkeld (see article below) 


BOX HILL 
STATION 
WORKS 


The new low-level station at 
Box Hill, viewed from the 
Station St bridge. On the right 
is the excavation works for 
the third line and additional 
platform. Provision will be 
_made for a possible future 
fourth track. 3.9.83. 


A view from the platforms 
looking east with the Station 
St bridge in the background. 
3.9.83. (Both photos K Avery) 
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and Maroona expected to be completed before the start 
of the harvest season, and will build another seven by 
the end of 1985. The loops will allow slow, long trains 
space to stop while faster trains pass on the main line. 

The Ministry of Transport has spent $850,000 
strengthening a bridge near Hamilton to take heavier 
trains, and plans to upgrade six more bridges so there 
will be no need for a speed limit on them as at present. 
A Ministry spokesman expects half the bridges to be 
upgraded before the harvest, and the remainder next 
year. The cost of the first phase will be $6.6 million, 
and the total cost, including signalling upgrading, will 
be $12.7 million. 


Rollingstock 


Improved conditions for S317: On Tues.30.8, a meet- 
ing was held in STA head office to discuss the items 
the AFULE has requested for the rebuilding of $317. 
The union was quite successful in gaining improved 
conditions in the cab, they are as follows: 
1. Bulletproof glass — windscreen and side windows, 
side windows tinted. 
2. Vigilance control — new electric type. 
3. Fireman’s VC lights — extra light to be provided 
in centre of cab, and switch to operate either side 
or centre light independently, and a switch to dim 


the VC light. 

4. Engineroom partition — to be installed, hostlers 
end. 

5. Sunblinds — similar to those fitted to rebuilt B 
class. 


6. Windscreen wipers — self parking type and park 
towards centre of cab. 

7. Driver’s and fireman’s overhead light switches — 
to be relocated. 

8. Ground relay reset — place on control panel. 

9. Reduce cab noise levels — C class type electric 
cabinet doors and catches, remove driver side 
door to engineroom. 

10. Marker lights — are to be changeable from cab. 
11. Information clip board and hooded light — agreed 
to fit on. 

12. Flow meter — 26L type. 

13. Speedo — electric type to be fitted. 

14. Coat hooks — retractable type to be fitted. 

15. Staff holder — NSW type to be fitted. 
16. Mirrors — AN’s BL class locos type required. 

17. Dual main reservoir and brake pipe cocks to be fit- 
ted each end of loco. 

18. Non skid surface and | inch lip around top of con- 
trol stand. 

19. MD 600 signalling unit — to be relocated. 

20. Heaters — SRA 81 class type heaters required. 

21. B7 oem brake valve — agreed to fit for 
trial. 

22. Windscreen washers — agreed to fit. 

23. Whistle — Leslie super typhon agreed to fit. 

24. Roots blowers to be ducted to side of locomotive 
in engineroom (AFULE Divion News) 


Tait scrappings: Time is running out for the old relia- 
ble work horses of the MTA. Tait trains will shortly be 
a thing of the past, as in the past two weeks the follow- 
ing Tait cars have been withdrawn and sent to Newport 
for scrapping. On Fri.30.9, 214D, 272M, 434M, 6G, 
290T and 306T left Jolimont yards for their final 
journey. Then on Wed.12.10, E1109 hauled the 
following Tait cars to Newport: 498M (ex 382M), 
ns 251M, 264M (ex 305M), 292M and 239T. 
A 


Reallocation of old airconditioned cars: Concurrent 
with the growth in the number of N cars in service 
there has been a constant reallocation of the older air- 
conditioned cars, and the infiltering of refurbished cars 
into sets. Set compositions have changed monthly, and 


346 


with not much documented in Newsrail or photo-| 
graphed. After the earliest days, further N sets released | 
various older cars to workshops for upgrading. With} 
the disappearance of the ‘traditional’ AS-BEac pair, 
airconditioned BEs began to appear as car D on Albury 
and Swan Hill Z sets, displacing non-airconditioned 
carriages (see Newsrail Oct.83 p.264 for an example). 
Two airconditioned BEs with 8 compartments (i.e. 
former AEs) were converted to AE again for Traralgon 
trains, and with two displaced AS carriages, enabled all 
traralgon sets to have airconditioned first class. 
Economy class in these interurban sets was upgraded 
by the use of the ex-SA BK cars. With the advent of N 
sets on the Traralgon line, the sets now appear on the 
Geelong line and also to Ballarat and Bendigo at 
weekends when higher-quality sets are used for longer- 
distance services. By October 83, former AS carriages | 
refurbished as BS began appearing as car D in the Alb- 
ury - Swan Hill Z sets, displacing airconditioned BEs to 
the Sale Bairnsdale S sets, in turn displacing non-air- 
conditioned carriages. The Sale sets were also given 
refurbished AZ and BZ carriages early to maintain the 
balance of improvements around the various routes 
(other lines had improved buffets). Some recent sight- 
ings have been: 
Z sets: 
CD-AZ(blue)-MRS-BZ(orange)-BS(orange) — Up 
Vinelander at Spencer St, Sat.15.10 
IBCE-1AZ-10BRS(V/Line)-4BZ-50BES — Up Swan 
Hill, Sat.15.10 
CD1-4AZ(blue)-2BRS-1BZ(orange)-12BS (orange) — 
pm Down Albury, Sat.29.10 
CD7-7AZ(orange)-3BRS-6BZ(orange)-34BE — 
Up Albury, Sat.29.10 
CD2-3AS(blue)-1 BRS-3BS (orange)-31BE —21.30 
Down Geelong, Sat.29.10 
33CE(orange)-8AZ-225BRS-2BZ (orange) - 
7BS(orange) — Down Vinelander at Spencer St, 
Sun.30.10 
S sets: 
BCE-AZ (orange) - Taggerty-BS (orange) -BE(red) — 
Down Gippslander, Sat.15.10 
4BCE-2AZ (orange) - Moorabool-1BS (orange) - 
4BE(blue) — Down Bairnsdale, Sun.23.10 
BCE-AZ(orange)- Taggerty-BS(orange)-38BE — 
Down Gippslander, Sat.29.1) 
4BCE-2AZ(orange)- Moorabool-204BS (orange) - 
4BE(blue) — Down Bairnsdale, Sun.30.10 (RBS) 


V/Line locos in SA: The following sightings of V/ 
Line locos in South Australia has been supplied by a 
SA reader: 

Sat.24.9: C508, C510 and C504 with a Down Tailem 
Bend goods train passed through Mt Lofty at 17 10 
with guards van AVAY61-V. 

Sat.15.10: C508, C507 and C505 with the Down 
Tailem Bend goods train passed through at 17 30. In 
addition to AN and V/Line wagons, several NOBX 
wagons were sighted in the consist of the train with 
guard’s van AVAY 54-R. 


VBPY van in South Australia: On Sat.15.10, V/Line 
van VBPY 118-X which is painted in tangerine and 
silver to match the new N sets, was sighted in platform 
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Above: X47 attached to T353 is seen at Geelong Loco during a 
test run after a major overhaul and before its V/Line mono- 
grams were fitted. 17.8.83. (A E Watson) 


Above: X51 hauling L253 dead on its arrival at South Dynon at 
07 20 on Sat.8.10.83. (G Withers) 


13, Adelaide railway station. The paint work on this 
van appeared to be quite new and it is also the first 
VBPY van that the reader has seen with a letter after 
the number. (BMW) 


Refurbished BEs: 4BE and 34BE have been refur- 
bished with Pirelli rubber flooring in the vestibules, 
carpet in the corridor and compartments and cloth 
upholstery with paper headrests, using the same ton- 
ings as in BN and BS carriages. The interior walls are 
painted buff below sill level, and remain as polished 
wood above sill level. 

204BS was observed running on 30.10. 

225BRS was observed running on 30.10. 
1VAM, a former Spirit of Progress sleeper which has 
been in Vinelander service for many years, was recoded 
SZ287 and was painted V/Line orange during October. 
It reentered service on Sun.30.10, being car } inthe 
Down Vinelander that night in place of an ex- Overland 
sleeper. (RBS) 


0703 Up Wrrribee pass.: About two weeks after I 
wrote in about C (and X) class locos on this train, 
another appearance was made, on 15.7 by C507. Four 
days later (19.7), S313 did the honours. 


06 40 Down Werribee pass.: (forms the 07 58 Up) — 
This train is quite often run as an N set, but the 
wooden-bodied stock still puts in an appearance every 
few days. 


S and Z car rebuilds: Quite a few have been done 
now, but none have yet been arranged in permanent 
sets — for a while, 2BS and 2BZ were in a consist 
which included Moorabool, but on 20.7, I noted 2BS 
and 2BRS together in a consist. 1BS, which I had noted 
on 28.6, together with 3BS in a consist, was, on 20.7, 
included with 2BZ in a Murray (?) consist. Moorabool 
is now with 6BZ and 7AZ. 7AZ, which I first sighted at 
Spencer St on 11.7, is totally orange — the only silver is 
that of the windows frames. On 26.7, I sighted a train 
at Spencer St, composed of wooden economy car, 
three orange S and Z cars (one of which was a BRS), 
blue S car and CD guard’s van. Before the changes of 
the last week or so, the BRS cars ran in consists includ- 
ing: IBRS and 3BS; 2BRS and 2BS; 3 BRS and IBS. 
Each set included a CD van. 


E1109: Sighted at Dynon, 13.7 — freshly painted. Also 
present at Dynon that day were SRA locos 42205 and 
another 422, both in the reverse colour scheme, and 
42215 in the new colour scheme. 


T class locos with valances cut away: 321, 342, 343, 
345, 358 (middle series), 413. 


12 35 Up Warrnambool pass. (Saturdays): This train 
runs as two locomotives (usually B class) N set and 
VBPY van. On 4.6, it was hauled by B68 and B76; on 
11.6 by B84 and B81; on 13.6 (Queen’s Birthday) by 
B70 and B65 (set containing 2BRS and 3BS, instead of 
N set); on 18.6 by B78 and B83; 2.7 — 80 and 64; 9.7 
— 84 and 76; 16.7 — 83 and 67; and on 23.7, by B74 
and B82. 


Westrail locos at Dynon: Westrail L class locos Nos. 
252 and 253 (both orange with blue stripe) are now at 
Dynon, L252 arriving sometime between 19.10 and 
21.10, and 253 by 26.10. L253 has been given ‘“‘radio- 
equipped’ stickers. It is also definite that several AN 
GM class locos are to arrive shortly. [GM27 and 28 
arrived on Wed.9.11.83 — Editor]. 


348 


Locomotives: 


Although X37 and C502 (both blue and gold) emerged 
from overhaul at Newport in late September (indeed, 
the X was back in service by early October), the C was 
still at Newport on 26.10. Also present were X45 — V/ 
Line, with logo; X49 — still requires logo; X32 — no 
logo yet; T380 and T387, one white (for repaint), the 
other had just been stripped for overhaul; also listed 
were Y113, T1353, S317, T361. 


Dynon on 26.10, held S310 (receiving finishing 
touches) in the new livery — orange nose back as far as 
the rear of the cab doors, orange back and the last 
panels on both sides are also orange, as is the bottom 
strip on each side. The sides and roof are grey. The 
‘““cow-catcher’’, which is also orange, has black stripes; 
a central pair like an A without the horizontal bar, and 
several other lines to either side, with identical slopes. 
1370 is also being overhauled, as were Y102 and Y145. 
In service was L1150, now in V/Line colours, but 
differs from L1156 in that it has grey sides between the 
cab doors rather than orange. I wonder if the A class 
will have this arrangement? 

L1150 joins B84 as a loco which has now been in all 
three colour schemes. If you look closely at B84, you 
can see under the V/Line colours the outline of the 
original blue and gold pattern, and also traces of the 
intermediate pattern. 

Two new BRS rebuilds are in service, numbered 225 
and 227. D parcels vans Nos.347 and 348 are also in 
service. 


N sets converted to V/Line: N18, N17, N15, N14 
(presumably also N16). N13 was being done at 
Newport on 26.10, while N7 has been in for some 
weeks, with the prototype 20BRN undergoing a virtual 
rebuild to give it the same layout as the other BRNs. 


Final series X class: X45, X49, both V/Line, over- 
haul at Newport; X47 (V/Line), X50, X53 on broad 
gauge; X48 under repair/maintainance (Z), Dynon; 
X46, X51, X52, X54 on standard gauge — all to go to 
broad gauge as GMs arrive. 


1755 Down Dimboola pass.: Thurs.20.10: S312/X53/ 


X33 (S and X back-to-back, both Xs facing same way), 
N15 (1OBN, 43BRN, 45ACN), 2X VBPY (orange). 
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Seat colour: At the September Divisional Council 
meeting of the Australian Federated Union of 
Locomotive Enginemen, the Council passed a resolu- 
tion informing the STA that they require the standard 
colour for loco seats to be blue. Locos X48 and X37 are 
fitted with these blue seats, the same colour as the 
guard’s seats in the new N class passenger cars. 


(AFULE Divisional News) 


Back on the rails: Rail travel has become something 
of a novelty in Tasmania. Passenger trains were taken 
off the rails in July 1978 following disastrous financial 
losses, and they haven’t appeared since. But a 
Melbourne man is in the process of reversing this 
situation. 

John Meehan is the man behind Tasmanian Rail 
Tours, a mainly Victorian promoted, weekend tourist 
venture. John bought the train from the Australian 
National Railways five years ago at the time of the 
‘derailment’. Cost of the tour is $165 plus airfare. For 
your $165 you get rail tickets, meals, accommodation 
and all transfers. 
| The journey begins at the Western Juction station 
(Launceston) just after midday and ends in Hobart 
about five hours later. Along the way, the train makes 
several short stops including a brief visit to the historic 


Parattah Hotel. The train has a full liquor licence, with 
champagne, coffee and other refreshments served on 
the journey. Travellers spend the night in Hobart and 
are free to seek their own entertainment. A highlight 
of the trip is a river cruise of the Derwent on Sunday 
morning, with breakfast served on board. 

From there it’s back to the Derwent Park railway 
station for the trip home. The train departs for Laun- 
ceston at midday and a hot lunch is served on the way. 
After arriving in Launceston at about 4.30 pm the 
group has dinner at the Leather Bottle Inn, a 
restaurant classified by the National Trust. 

The. carriage is hauled by an Australian National 
Railways locomotive. ANR also provides the eight 
staff. The carriage is well appointed and features open 
aircraft style seating, a buffet section, two washrooms 
and large panoramic windows. The coach is articulated 
making it the equivalent of two carriages. (SFM) 


Steamer for sale: Steam locomotive A2 986, 
preserved in Latrobe St, Warragul near the Princes 
Hwy, at the western approach to Warragul, was the 
subject of a prankster over the weekend of 22-23 Octo- 
ber. A ‘for sale’ sign was hung on the side of the loco, 
and was not removed for several days. (CR) 


Mr Peter Mackenzie from Mowbray, Tasmania has sent in the photo below of QR73 loaded with 139 bales of wool. 
The information he has about the photo is a little bit sketchy. It is believed the photo was taken at Echuca in 1906 
and the load was a record — but a record for what? Echuca? Victoria? — we don’t know. If anyone can answer 


the question could they please let us know. 


The green and yellow Swing door: With the institution 
of a new MTA corporate colour scheme, the rather 
dowdy blue and gold 113M, swing door pilot at the 
Metropolitan Train Maintenance Depot, Jolimont, has 
emerged from the paint shop in a pristine green and 
yellow scheme complete with white tyres. The destina- 
tion code reads ‘*Petronius 210” which is definitely not 
a new or renamed station. Petronius’ claim to fame is 
for the following thought: 


We trained hard but it seemed that every time we were 
beginning to form up into teams we would be reorganised. I 
was to learn later in life that we tend to meet any new situa- 
tion by reorganising, and a wonderful method it can be for 
creating the illusion of progress while producing confusion, 
inefficiency and demoralisation. (Petronius, 210 BC) 


No further explanation should be necessary 
(Archives) 


RAILWAY QUIZ: 


Last month’s answer: The shortest branch line 
opened in the state was the Fitzroy branch from the 
Inner Circle at North Fitzroy, a length of 0.89 miles. 
This was closely followed by the Kew line 0.96 miles. 


This month’s question: When was Flinders St Station 
completed. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 
For details on how to place your advertisement and 
charges see p. 323. 


WANTED TO SELL 


Jane’s ‘World’s Railways’ 1982/83 Perfect condition. 
$70. M. Schrader, 58 Rowell Ave. Camberwell, 3124. 
Phone (03) 82 4657. 


Video Tapes of South African Steam — Listed below 
are the 10 video tapes that are available: 

1. Sir Lowry’s Pass — April 1975: Featuring classes 23 
and 25NC on the trip down to the Cape. The main theme 
is Sir Lowry’s Pass to Elgin featuring classes GEA, 19C, 
14CRB and 15A. 

2. Garatts in Natal — 1974 and 1976: featuring — 
GMAM (City View to Schroders), GCA (Donnybrook to 
Underberg), GF (Thorneville to Richmond), NGG16 (High- 
flats to Umzinto), GO and GEA (Gingindlovu to Eshowe). 
N.B. This film does have a few places where the film 
jerks due to camera trouble, but we could not leave it out 
for its interest value. 

3. Free State Steam: 15F and 23 (Bloemfonteen to 
Kroonstad December 1975), 15F (Hennemen to Allan- 
ridge January 1976), 15F, 19D and 23 (Kroonstad to 
Klerksdorp January 1976.) 

4. Cape Northern: Modified 19D No.2644 (Mafikeng to 
Vryborg July 1980), 15F and 25NC (Kimberley to Per- 
deberg July 1980), 16E and 15E (Last run of Drakens- 
berg). 

5. Cape Eastern No.1: East London Suburban 12AR 
15AR 14CRB, Port Affred to Grahamstown 19D, Barkly 
East to Lady Grey 19D, Burgersdorp to Stegusberg 
15AR. 

6. Eastern Transvaal No.1: Breyton to Piet Retief 
GMAM 15F 15CA 15AR, Pretoria to Witbank 15CA. 

7. Cape Midlands No.1: Lootsberg GMAM 19D and 19B. 
Klyilaat to Oudtshoorn 19D. 

8. Union Limited — 1977: Featuring the following 
classes — 14AR, 25NC, 25COND, 16E, 15E, GMAM, 15F 
and 52. Complete documentary of this superb special 
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other side of the cab and it was while so engaged that 
the Moriac stop signal was passed unnoticed. The jury 
supported the driver and he was acquited of the charge. 

The decline of Moriac as a railway centre can be 
dated from around this time. The Wensleydale branch 
line had been closed earlier in 1948 and the points were 
spiked during 1949 but the rails remained intact until 
1952. Gavan Duffy used to recount a story from this 
period about the Geelong Train Controller who 
instructed the Moriac stationmaster to refuge a goods 
train on the Wensleydale branch line early in 1949 
before the points were spiked. The stationmaster 
refused to implement these orders because the branch 
was ‘‘closed’’. Touche. 

Passenger trains regularly crossed at Moriac until 
time table changes in 1979 ended this practice and the 
station ceased to be staffed from then. 


THE SADDLE LINE 


A History of the Moriac to Wensleydale Railway, 
1890-1948. 
Norm Houghton 
56 pages, 33 photographs and track diagrams. 


Available from N. Houghton, P.O. Box 1128, Geelong, 
3220. $5.50 including postage. 


train. It also includes 16E No.858 at the head of the Drak- 
ensberg from Kimberley to Dedor, Poorden Eiland Depot 
scenes, SA Vaal departure from Cape Town harbour, and 
of course the train from Johannesburg to Cape Town 
and back. Same superb shots of 16E at full speed in the 
Free State. 

9. Corridor Dining Express — 1978: This includes 
class 19D on the Estcourt - Bergville line, the blue 
NGG13 at Estcourt, the famous 15F of Jon Pretorius at 
Newcastle plus the special from Glencoe to Durban and 
return. Other classes include — 15F, 12AR, GMAM, 
GMAM and 14R, 3 x 1E Units and 15AR. 

10. Sunset Limited — 1979: A full documentary of 
almost 2 hours of sheer enjoyment. Featuring classes — 
16E, 16DA, 12A and 15A, 12A, 12BR and 12R, NGG15 x 2 
Apple Express, 15AR on Uitenhage suburban, 15AR x 2, 
19D, GMAM and 24, 24 x 3 (triple-headed Knysna to 
George), 14CRB x 2 and 24 banker (almost 5 minutes of 
slipping and battling up Great Brak River Bank), GMAM 
and 24 banker, 24 and 19D, 19D and 15AR, 24 and 19D 
and 19D banker, 16DA, 23, and 15CA. This was most 
probably the greatest special ever experienced in South 
Africa. Get ready to sit back, relax and watch the action 
and drama of this fantastic special in the comfort of your 
lounge. 

All videos are +1 hour long (except for Sunset Limited 
1979, +2 hours).and are in colour with live sound (not 
dubbed) and commentary by Tom Stanton. They have all 
been converted from Super 8 sound movies onto video 
and are available in either V.H.S. or BETA format. The 
cost per 1 hour tape is R80.00 (around Aust. $80) if the 
tape is supplied or R100.00 (around Aust. $100) if we 
supply the tape plus R8.00 per tape for airmail postage 
and insurance to Australia. The “Sunset Limited 1979” is 
R120.00 (around Aust. $120.00) if tape supplied or 
R145.00 if we supply tape plus postage and insurance 
as above. Delivery time is around 3 weeks. Remittance to 
be sent by draft to Tom Stanton or Dick Gillat in South 
African Rand. For full details send s.a.e. to: Tom Stanton, 
P.O. Box 375, White River 1240; Dick Gillat, P.O. Box 
1093, Nelspruit 1200 


NEWSRAIL 


Why not subscribe and have Newsrail 
home delivered? 
DETAILS: 


A.R.H.S. Membership Officer, 
Box 5177AA, G.P.O. Melbourne, 3001 
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BRANCH LINE - I 

Unt: «+ Yeo fee She SO Tresamummmtmmmn 

YOUR COMPLETE MODEL RAILWAY | 

HOBBY CENTRE | 

490 Dorset Road, Croydon, Vic. 3136 | 
Phone: (03) 723 1211 

OPENS: 10 am MON.-FRI. — 9 am SAT. l 

CLOSES: 6 pm MON.-THURS. — 9 pm FRI. — 1 pm SAT. | 
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4 
| TRAIN WORLD | 
I 624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton 3187. 596 6342. 
I OPEN: MON.-SAT. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and late (9 p.m.) Fridays 
! 
I 
| 


_ @ BOOKS @ MAGAZINES 

_ @ BADGES @ RECORDS 

@ SLIDES @ PHOTOGRAPHS 
@ SECONDHAND MODELS 


Magazines/Books: Australian, USA, UK — Direct Importers. | 
Model Trains from U.S.A/U.K. Good range always in stock. l 


New and used models. Bankcard welcome. 
gs i geen ee ee eee 1 
632 BOURKE STREET, HOBBYCRAFT 
MELBOURNE, 3000 I for Model Railways i 
1 “N” GAUGE A SPECIALTY I 
Telephone: 67 2480 1351 Burke Road, East Kew 3102 
| Phone: (03) 80 3241 | 


VIDEO TAPES OF 
SOUTH AFRICAN STEAM 


Steam locomotives brought into your lounge for armchair 
viewing. 


People unable to enjoy the drama, thrills and beauty of SAR steam 
can now purchase live steam action video tapes on the subject. 


Some of the titles now available are — 


@ Union Ltd./Express 1977 (1 hour) 

® Corridor Dining Express 1978 (1 hour) 
® Sunset Limited 1979 (2 hours) 

® Sir Lowry’s Pass 1975 (1 hour) 

® Garratts in Natal (1 hour) 

® Free State Steam No. 1 (1 hour) 


Copies of your favourite movies can also be made. 


For full details of this exciting offer turn to this month’s 
classifieds section (page 350, opposite). 
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THIS MONTH’S NEW RELEASE 
BRN E| WHEN WE 1024 cAtewoars 


RO DE THE A.R.E. Australian Steam 


RAILS avisnsw Pecos 


by CASSETTES 


Patsy Adam Smith Train Sounds 
CS1 “First Days” (520) and “621 in Steam”... 
CS2 “C38 Class Visit S.A.” and 
Pirinari Whyalla (3642/3801) 
iC: Ga CS3 aren Gauge x 1 (T Class) 
pages and “Vol. 2” (Garratts) 
ALSO... CS4 “More Steam in S.A.” 


THE COUNTRY RAILWAY a ee es 
eam In sou ustralia 
IN AUSTRALIA O87 “Steam in NSW! 000... cccnnneecenenees 


‘ CS8 “Steamtown Peterborough's 
by Robin Bromby $9.95 last train to Quorn : 
CS9 “South Maitland Coals to Newcastle” .... 
OXFORD PUBLISHING COMPANY ARHS 520 “Sentimental Sounds of Steam” ... 
NEW ARRIVALS ARHS 205 “Broad Gauge Beat/ 
_ The Power of the Royal Scots ; Sayonara Mikado” 
Profile of the Westerns E P.R.R. “Train Sounds in Stereo” 
Profile of the Peaks f Pichi Richi Railway 
Profile of the Class 50’s : Train Theme 
Diesels and Electrics on Shed Vol.4 : Box Car Willie — 20 great hits 
Industrial Railways of The British Isles : Hank Snow Sings 
A Pictorial Record of the Diesel Shunter : Grand Old Oppry Favourites 
Oxford to Cambridge Railway Vol.1 : I've Got a Thing About Trains — 
Johny Ashcroft 
T-SHIRTS Trucks and Trains — Buddy Williams 
White or Cream. Colour prints of N.S.W. XPT, 48 Light Railway Research Society of 
class; V.R. C class; S.A.R. 520 class; ANR 830; C.R. 


Australia 
NSU; Westrail K; Qld. 2400. ‘ ‘ 
P ge a Trestle Bridges and Tramways 


Timber and Gold 
Fijis Sugar Tramways 
Steelrails in Newcastle 
The Beaudesert Shire Tramway 
Tall Timber and Tramlines 
Wooden Rails to Kinglake and Flowerdale .... 
The Saddle Line 

«22S, Mount Morgan Gold, Copper and Oil 

Oni Tram to Warburton 
“1 T 


‘eiiied eae A.P.W. Research Reports 
a nt 1. Climax Locomotives in Australia . 
=. n 2. Herman’s Warburton Tramway — Victoria .. 
3. Sorrento Tramway — Victoria 
4. Miller's Timber — Western Australia 
5. Magnet Tramway — Tasmania 
6. Richard’s Tramway — Victoria 
7. Shay Locomotives in Australia 
One size, adjustable baseball type. 8. Scoresby Tramways — Victoria 


Any one of the above designs . 9. Russell's Gembrook Tramway — Victoria .. 
A.N. corporate logo 


All orders please add $1.50 packing and 


postage and ri to: 35 TODD STREET 

P.O. BOX 1013 
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